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1 day conſidered, was of itſelf a Demonſtration 
Lufficiens, to prove Chriſtianity to be a Divine 


ww + ” 


| "might be of Uſe” to convince 
_—— thoſe Unbelievers that will not attend to 4 
= longer Series of Argume 


rr 


02 
* 
4 
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ments, I have 
together the Reaſons upon which I ſupport 


| F A 4x ho 3&4 * . 3 
1 
1 =. 4 % Bet 3 4 


RR. the 26th Chapter of the As of the 
© Apoſtles, writ by a Cotemporary Author, and 
1 Companion of St. Paul in Preaching the 
Ls. Goſpel (as appears by the Book itſelf, Ch. xx. 
2 1 Wg 13, 14. Sn xxvii. r. 15 Se. 0 St. Fut 
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1 Feruſa n, know all the.) eb, which kne 
mae from the Beginning (if they would teſti- 
dS. as 5 
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7) that after the fricteſt dect or our Re- 


x * ig ſerie pes me = 
«for which Hope's Salk, "EM 


am accuſed by the Jews." Why ſhowld it 1 


| « be thought a Thing incredible with you; - — 
; © that God ſhould'raiſe che Dead? I beriii 
: < Wee chat I ought” co de = 
"I man 3 

„ 6 of 8 Which Thing I ale did in 3 

| Juul, and many of the Saints dd! 
5 ſhut up in Priſon, havi ing received Autho- 


*-rity from the Chief Prieſts; and 


were put to Death, I gave my Voice 
; . 8 * them. And F er og amen n 


per hey 


| Cities. Whiereupon, as Þ went to'Damiaſeut 
with Authority and Commiſſion! from the 
Chief Prieſts, at Mid- day, O 6 # 
| | in the Way a Light fro H. : 
„„de Brightneſs of the Sun, 
7 about me, and them which jon 


Witneſs. hoch- af: 420 
and of thoſe 
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2 ef > S- 


tified. by Faith that is 


, 1 eee to the heavenly Viſion: 


© at Feruſalem,' and throughout all the Coaſts 

« of Judea, and to Gentiles, that they 
mould Repent and turn to God, and do 
orks meet for Repentance. For theſe 
Cauſes the Jews caught me in the Temple; 
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« and went about to Kill me. Having there. 
« fore obtain d help of God, I continue un- 
to this Day witneſſing both to Smallzant 

« Great, ſaying none other Things than thoſe 
which Moſes and the Prophets did ſay ſhould 

* come: That Chrif#' ſhould ſuffer, and chat 

* he ſhould be the Firſt: that ſhould Riſe 

$ « the Nen .. to the Gentiles. ; Andi as he 

[2 thus ſpake for himſelf, Feftus' ſaid with a 

loud Voice, Paul, thou art beſide _—_ 

much Learning doth make thee mad B 

4 he ſaid, I am not mad, moſt — 

but ſpeak forth the Words of Trutii and 

Soberneſs. For the King knoweth of theſe 

Things, before whom alſo I ſpeak freely”; 
| + for; I am perſuaded that none of >thefe 
Things are hidden from him; for tlie 

Thing was not done in a Corner. King 

Agrippa, believeſt thou the Prophets? 1 

© know that thou believeſt. Then Agrippu 

* ſaid unto Paul, Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me 
5 to be a Chriſtian. ' And Paul ſaid, I would 
to. God, that not only thou, but alſs all 
© that hear me this Day, were both almoſt 

L,) 0 altogether ſuch 2s Jam, except theſe 

Nie 2 | B 9” „ Bonds: 
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k he gee in \Subſtance'the ame 3 * 
t te Lord ſaid unto me, Ariſe, and go into 


10,1 171 2, | 
1321415, 0 


N there it ſhall be told chee of 

85 for thee! to 
= Hanel, And ane Ananias, a devo Mah 
| w,-having:4 good Re- 
-dwelt there, caine 

* unta me, and ſtood, and ſaid unto me, 


Brother Saul, | receive: thy Sight; and the 
( # ſame Hour I looked up upon him. And he 
ſaid, The God of our Fathers hath choſen 


- 


| | * thee; that thou ſhbuld'ft know his Will, 
| e and ſee that juſt One, and ſhould'ſt hear the 
. Voice f his Mouth. For thou ſhalt be his 
+ Witneſs unto all Men of what thou haſt ſeen. 

Tr A: And nom why tarrieſt thou? ye 

s Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh away thy. : 

5 Siu calling on the Name of the Lo M, 

3 e ck Chapter of the Nos 

Author of it relates the ſame Story with ow 

ſome : 


hene of 1. Pa 
— Circumiſtances not 
| theſe Accounts : Asg that Saul in 4 Vifian ſol, . 
| Arninias befor he came to him coming in, 
aud putiing his Ham on him, that be might” ” 
rative his Sight. And that when Auùuias had Ats „b, 
ſpoken to him, immetiately there fat from We. 585 „ 
| as z bad been Scales. 77 08 4 


1 Aup agreeably to all theſe Mison Be. * Tg 
8 Paul thus Tpeak&of himſelf in the Epiſtles 66 

© wrote to the ſeveral Churches he planted; the | 
XZ Authenticity of which cannot be-| doubted 
without overtutning all Rules, by which the 
Authority and Genuineneſs of ab}. Writings 


car be N or . N gen 


þ : - * * : % 7 1 * 

E - * 4 - ; 7 1 —_— a Fo + 4 

7 . — : L x 4 4 ” : ; 3 FE» . - 
14 $4 : - Hf & 1 


* To his Galatians * he «x: fee you, Gal. ch. i. 
Brerhren, that the Goſpel which ws presch- ver, 1 
edi by me is got after Nan. For 1 neither 153 18. | 
received ir of Man; neither was J tatight it, 

Me but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. For 
ye have heard of my Converſation in Time 
F paſt in the eros Religion, how that beyond. 
"X Meaſure I perſecuted the Church of God, 

; 7 and waſted it. And profited in the Jews . 
Religion above many mine Equals in my 

* own vn Nation, deing more exceedingly zealous 
Hat B 4 „ 
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Vas before a Blaſphemer, and a Petſecutor, in 
Z | «and. injurious ; | | 
X © cauſe I did it i W £48 


A ; bs wy "As he calls an Apoſtle Cor, ck. 
2 | i. V. is ; 
adi the — of Col. ch. i. 


les of Min; maither by . ith 2 
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to is e he N — enumerating 5 : 


| many Appearances of Jeſus after his Reſur- 
el A = of be, 3 
6 al „ 8. | | 
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fs VNoô w it muſt of Neceſſity be, 23 
of ſon atteſting theſe Things of himſelf : | 


whom they are related in ſo 
| Manner, either was an Impoſtor, who ſaid 


in what he knew to be falſe with an Intent to 
eceive; or he was an Enthuſiaſt, who by the 
Force of an over-heated imaginatiof impoſ- 


ed on himſelf; or a Was ane 5 TOY 
Fraud of others, 
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5 eee er. or tlat Deccir; er 
wh he fleclated to haue been the Cauſe f 
1 his p A Have | | 
_— therefof@-t 0 a divine 
| 4 
LEND © td, K-47 tips 5d 25717 TT ns 
3 15 8 ke was tot an Impoſtor, who! 
a e to be Falſe | with an Intent 
4 * —— Selk ask ho aidional, 6. 
= tives to undertake: ſuch aàn Impoſture, nor 
5 havt poſſibly carried it on with) any! 
Succeſs by the Means we know he nn. 
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Ee U ate lo Big bak 55 if: 
FIS then, the Inducement toe fuch an 

l Impoſture muſt have been one of theſe two, 
4 © either.theHope/of advancing himſelf: by! it 
1 nn his Temporal Intereſt, Credit, or Power; or 
== the: Gratiſication of ſome. of his Paſſions un · 
| : er che Authority of it, and by the Means it 
ea 
A* e, dat ng act 0 20 
Net y tbeſe were the Circumſtances in 
Which St. Paul declared his Converſion to the 
. himſelf 


Piel che Ane ani en &f Gad, top #7 156 


Life, Seng the Miracles by 
rhich he atteſted his Miſſion, had been cru- 
piſied by the Fews/ as an Impoſtor and Bla = 
phemer,. which Crucifixion not only muſt (hu- | 
Fraoly-ſpeaking) have intimidated others from - 
plowing him. or epouling his Doftrines, but 
4 RN to confirm the Jets in their Opinion 
1 hat he could not be their promiſed Meſſiah, 
1 Frho according ta all their Prejudices was not 
Jo ſuffer in any manner, but to reign trium- 
c q Phant for ever here upon earth. His Apoſ- 
a Yes, indeed, though at firſt they appeared to 
e terrified by the Death of their Maſter, and 
4 J iſappointed i in all their Hopes, yet had ſur- 
Friſingly recovered . their Spirits again, and 
Publickly taught in his Name, declaring him 
'® be Riſen from the Grave, and (confirming 
Kat Miracle by many they worked, or pre- 
ended. to work themſelves. But the Chief 
I E riefts and Rulers among the Fews were ſo 
ber from being Converted either by their „ 
I : ords, or their Works, that they had begun 
3 s ere Perfocution _ thats,” . 1 


1 


1 with implacable —_ againſt the Ade 
Sect. 


125 Feet — Canale, one . the chief off tha q 1 
Sect; nor was he content in the Heat of his ; 0 
Zeal with GONG: 5he Chviſtians * were 


Adds ix. ee n thei Diſciple i the 
uno the High Prieſt," and defired of kim Lerter 4 
40, gnome zo the ene that 4 be foul] b 


1 be 585 * Was im to Juden 
His Requeſt was complied with, and be wen 
Abts xvi. to Damaſcus with Authority and Commiſſios fron 
"© the Hab Prigft, At this Inſtant of Time, 
and under theſe Circumſtances, did he become 
a Diſciple of Chrif. | What could be his Mo 
tives to take ſuch a Part 2 Was it the Hope J 2 v 

of encreaſing his Wealth? The certain Con- F 4 

to ſequence. of his taking that Pare was not oni 
the Loſs of all that he had, but of all Hops 

of ene more. Thoſe whom he 1 wen 


in Jules ; 55 Thoſe 3 hs went to, made in. | 
digent Men, oppreſt and kept down from al 
Means of improving their Fortunes. The. 
among them who had more than the reſt, 
An er had-with-cheir Brechen, bu 


* 4 
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1 = oth ſhip: 97 KA bent N, - 
Sith this Afitance the whole Community was 
1 La ſupplied with the Neceſſaries of Life. 

. And even in Churches he afterwards planted 

Pin ſelf, which were much more wealthy than 

or Feruſalem, ſo far was St. Paul from 

g himſelf of their Charity, or the Vene- 

\ they had for him, in order to draw 

9 t Wealth to himſelf, that he often refuſed 

4 5965 any Part of it for the Neceſſaries of 


Soothe Gogh 


SS 3 «+ 


3 1. uus he tells the Corinthians, Even unto 1 Cor. as; e, 
du preſent Hour we both hunger and thirſt, i ne. 
1 1 are naked, and are buffeted, and have 

no certain Dwelling- place, and labour, Work- 

ng wh our own Hinds.” 


ooh £5 aorta Epülle he writes to N © Be- 2 Cor. xii. 
pay # hold the Third Time I am ready to come 
wen to you, and I will not be burthenſome to 
1 i | you, for I ſeek not yours but you; for the 

e im Children ought not to lay up for the Parents, 

2 1 but the Parents for the . | - | 


reſt, | To Pe — he * Kenne 2 Thet, 
N ” F Ed of God to be put in truſt with the ui. 8 
vf . Goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing 

5 Men, 


EZ ern 
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Ge hun the n i 
Men, but God, which trieth our: Hearta- 
For neither at any time uſed we flattering 
Words, nor a Cloak or ' Covetouſuets, God 
© is Witneſs; nos of Men ſought we Glooys 

s neither of you, nor yet of others, hem we 
might have been burthenſome, as the Apo- 

* ſtles of Chrift. Fon ye remember, Brethren, 
our Labour and Travel: For labouring 
=} Night and Day, becauſe we would not be 
© chargeable to any of you, we preached unto 
you the Goſpel of God.” And again in an- 
other Letter to chem he repeats. the ſane 
15 Naser. of his Diſintereſtedneſs: Neither 
did we eat any Man's Bread for nought, but 

0 wrought with Labour and Travel Night and 

© Day, that we might not be chargeable to 

© any of you.” And when he took his Fare- 
wel of the Church of Epheſus, to whom he 
foretold that they ſhould. ſee him no more, he 
gives this Teſtimony, of himſelf, and appeals 

Ags xx. to them for the Truth of it; I have coveted 

. no Man's Silver or Gold, or Apparel. Tea, 

” you yourſelves know. that theſe Hands 
have miniſter*d unto my. Neceſſities, and to 

t them that were with me.“ It is then evi- 
Ta dent; both from the State of the Church when | 
St. Paul firſt came into itz, and from his Beha- MW” 


viour afterwards, that he had no Thou ghts 
of 


und Aheſlſbib , St. Pat, 


| my, be had almaſt certain Hopes of mak ing iis 
Fortune by che Favour of thoſę who: were: at 


he hewet in that Perſeeution. As ta Oredit 
or Reputation, that too lay all on the Side he 
forſook. The Sect he embraced was under the 


S SS FN SAS 


then in the World. The Chiefs nd 
were Men of the Loweſt Birth, Nn and 
Rank. They had no one Advantage of Parts, 


N- 


a to thoſe, which they who were 
accounted” the Wiſeſt and the moſt Knows 
e- If ing of their Nation profeſt. The Wonderful 
ie | Works that they did, were either imputed-to 


e Magick or to Impoſture. The very Author and 
Ig Head of their -Faithi had been condemned as a 
> Criminal, and died on the Croſs between two 


as Thieves. Could the Diſciple of Gamaliel think 
ly he ſhould. gain any Credit or Reputation by 
O becoming a Teacher in a College of Fiſher- 
i- men? Could he flatter himſelf, that either in or 
mn out of Judea the Doctrines he taught could 


af eneteaſing lis Wealth by becoming aChei> 
ſtian ; whereas by continuing to be theit Ene- 


che Head of the Jewiſh State, to hom nothing 


could more recommend him than the Zeal that 


greateſt and moſt univerſal neee | 


. "a 


» 


; —_— 


9 . „6E dn belgrntnets 

1 Cor. i, that the Preaching Cbriſt crucified was a Stum- | 

23- bling-block to the Jews, and to the Greeks Fooliſo- 
„ He aſterwards found by Experience, that 

in all Parts of the World, Contempt was the 

Portion of whoever engaged in Preaching a My- 

ſtery ſo unpalatable to the World, to all its Paſ- 

ſions and Pleaſures, and ſo irreconcileable to the 

Pride of Human Reaſon. Mie art made (ſays 

x Cer. iv. he to the Corinthians) as the Filth f 3 
e things \unto this Day. 'Yet | 

—_— - he went on 3s 2ealouſly as he ſet out, and wa 

WW nat aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Certainly | 

chen the Deliregf Glory, the Ambition of nal. 

ing ee ck mg was not his Motive 

to embrace Chriſtianity. Was it then the Love Y 

of Power? Penis Doreen reve aFlock| 

of Sheep driven to the Slaughter, whoſe Shep-| 

herd himſelf: had been murdered a little before. 

All he could hope from that Power was to be 

markt out in a particular Manner for the ſame 

Knife, which he had ſcen ſo bloodily drawn 

againſt them. Could he expect more Mercy 

from the Chief Prieſts and the Rulers, than thicy 

85 | had ſhewn to Jeſus himſelf ? Would not their 
Anger be probably fiercer againſt the-Deſer:c 

and eee of their Cauſe, than againſt an) 

: other 


G22 


_ 7 


Ether ene — dvidhy be 
and deſpiſed a Set of Men worth · he attempt- 
ing with ſo much Danger? But ſtill it may be 
ſaid, there are Tome” Natures 16 fond f Power 
that they will court it at any Rilſk;? un be 
| pleaſed- with it even over the Meaneſta Let 
us ſee then: what Power Saint Paul med 
over the Chriſtians: Did he pretend to any 
MEA ily over the other Apoſtles? Nos he 
© declared himſelf he leaſt of them, and leſs thatt .. Ephel iii; 
Let the leaſt of all Saints. Even in the Churches 8. 
he planted himſelf, he never pretended to any * * 
Primacy or Power above the other Apoſtles; 
nor would: he be regarded any otherwiſe- by 
chem, chan as the Inſtrument to them of the 
Grace of. God, and Preacher of the Goſpel, 
not as the Head of a Sect. To the Corinibi- 
ans he writes in theſe Words: Now khis I , Cor. 1. 
ſay, that every ont of you faith; Fam of 12, 13, 
Paul and I of » Apelips, and 1 of C pban 17. ** 
Sand- J. of Chriſi. Is Chrift divided. Was 
Paul eruciſied for you? Or were ye bap-. 
* tized-in tlie Name of Haul? And in ano cor A; 
ther Place, < Who then is Paul, and who is 5 
| © Apolles; but Miniſters by whom ye be- 
lieved: even as the Lord gave to every Man. | 
. F or we preach not ourſelves, but Chr + - _ iv. 
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and Edification, without. any, 
Mixture of that civil Dominion in which 
done an Impoſtor can find his Account. 
+ was. 1 ired and 


Sofi Family among the Per- 

that of the Ari among the Moors. 

Jo ſuch a Dominion did alſo aſpire the many 
Meſiahs among the Jews. In ſhort, Aa 
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vine Inſpirations; 2hd- others whom Hiſtory — © _ 

mientions in differ«ns Ages ard Countries; to 

hhave uſed the ſame Arts. But St. Paul inno 

vated nothing im Government or Civil Affairs, 

be meddled not with Legiſlationz- he formed 

v Common-wenlths, he raiſed” no Sedlitions, 

ve aßtecked no temporal Power! Obedience 

| 3 to their Rulers was the Doctrine he taught! to Rom. 

me Churches he planted, and what he taught 

ie practiſed himſelf; nor did he uſt any of 
thoſe foothing Arts by which ambitious ana : 

Z conning Men recommend themſelves to the 

Feavour of thoſe wH˙ they endeavour' to 

ſbbject to their Power: Whatever was wrong 

_ in the Diſciples under his Care he freely re- 

we proved, as it became a Teacher from God, 

of which numberleſs Inſtances are to be found 

im all his'Epiſtles And he was as careful of 

them when he had left them) as while he re- 

be. ſſdded among them, which an Impoſtor would 

hardly have been, whoſe Ends were center'd EE 

„all in himſelf, This is the manner in which 4 

ed FF he writes to the Philippians : * Wherefore, my 

4 7 © Beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not in 

"0 © my Preſence only, but now much more in 

* my Abſence, work out your own Salvation 

with Fear and Trembling, Pbil. ii. 12. | 
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Phil. ii. 


5 


* 


Conſiderations upon the Converſion 


And a little after he adds the Cauſe why he 
intereſted himſelf ſo much in their Conduct, 1 
That ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, 2 


2 0 the Sons of God in the midſt of a crooked 


6 and perverſe Nation, among whom ye ſhine 


© as Lights in the World, holding forth the 


e Word of Life; that J may rejoice in the 


Day of Cbriſt, that I have not run in vain, # 
1 laboured in vain. Vea, and if I be 
© offered upon the Sacrifice and Service of 
< your Faith, I joy and-rejoice with you all.” 
Are theſe the Words of an Impoſtor deſiring 


nothing but temporal Power? No, they are 


evidently written by one who look'd beyond 
the Bounds of this Life. But it may be ſaid, 
that he affected at leaſt an abſolute ſpiritual 


Power over the Churches he formed. I an- 


ſwer, he preached Chriſt Jeſus and not : bimſelf. ; 
Chriſt was the Head, he only the Miniſter, 


and for ſuch only he gave himſelf to them. 
He called thoſe. who aſſiſted him in preaching 


the Goſpel, his * labourers and Tous | 


ſervants. -. \\; * 


| So far was he from taking any Advan- 
tage of a higher Education, ſuperior Learn- 


— 


dad Apoſtleſhip of St. Paur- 
ng, and more Uſe of the World, to claim 
0 himſelf any Supremacy above the other 
2X Apoſtles, that he made light of all thoſe At- 
1 tainmients, and declared, that be came not 
with Excellency of Speech, or of Wiſdom,. but 
43 | determined to know nothing among thoſe he con- 
Ne verted | ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him crucified: 1 Cor. ii. 
1, And the Reaſon he gave for it was, That their > * 5: 
x | > | Faith ſhould not fand in the Wiſdom of Men, 
of but in the Power of Gad. Now this Conduct 
I, 2» put him quite on a Level with the other Apo- 
E ſtles, who knew Jeſus Chrift as well as he, 

| and had the Power of God going along with 
= their Preaching in-an equal Degree of Virtue 
4 and Grace, But an Impoſtor, whoſe: Aim 
E had been Power, would have acted a contrary 
1 Part; he would have availed himſelf of all | 
„ thoſe Advantages, he would have extoll'd k 
them as highly as poſſible, he would have ſet 
up himſelf. by Virtue of them, as Head of 
3 that Sect to which he acceded, or at leaſt of 
— the Proſelytes made by himſelf. This is no 
more than was done by every Philoſopher 
F who formed a School; much more was it 
; IAA in one who OG a new * 
* Sion. lieben! 42 


„r 5 — 
7 . A 13 
*. N. - oo lon, os FS 


25 


OS 


— 


| whole Chriſtian Church for many Centurics. 


ſelves. It was Wang indeed while. they 


Conſider at tori 

Wx fee' that the Biſheps of Nome 
chimes: to themſelves a Pr macy, or rather a 
Monarchy over the whole Chriſtian Church. 
H St. Paul had been actuated by the ſame 
Luft of Dominion, it was much raſier for him 
to have ſucceeded in ſuch an Attempt. It 
was much Aue. for him o — l 
men, 55 tt he Seca been 4 in 
the Eyes of the World, than for the Biſhops 
of Rome to reduce thofe of Ravenna or 
and other great Metropolitans, to their 
dience. Beſides the Oppoſition they met 


direct Contradiction to thoſe very Scriptures 
which they were forced ta graund them up- 
on, and to the indifputable ice of the 


* 


Theſe were ſuch Difficulties as requir'd the 
utmoſt Abilities and Skill to ſurmount. But 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel had eafier 7? 
Means to corrupt a Faith nat yet fully ] 


known by what tl 


continued together, and taught the ſame 
Te People, 


F * 
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LP A 


75 
; Us 
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FLY 


I q | That this was not done 


STE ESEEAERCECESCEASERSEZEESER:) 


| People, that they thould agree, otherwiſe the 
Giffrent Churches in diſtant APY thi 
; lame: Neceſſity no e remained. Es 


IT was in the Power of St. Paul to model 
| molt of the Churches he formed, ſo as to fa- 
| your his own Ambition : F or he p 


2 | les had been, where Chriſt was not named Rom. xv. 
till he brought the Knowledge of him, avoid- ** 

ing to build upon another Man's Foundation. Now = 
had he been an Impoſtor, would he have con- 
fined himſelf to juſt the ſame Goſpel as was 
delivered by the other Apoſtles, where he had 
| fuch a Latitude to preach what he pleaſed 
without Comradiction ? Would he not have 
 kviſted and warped the Doctrines of 6 


his own Ends, to the particular Uſe and 


of his own Followers, and to the pecu- | 
| lar Support and Encreaſe of his own Power ? 


* 


St. Paul, or by any 
| other of the Apoltles, i in ſo many various Parts 
of the World as they travelled into, and in 


3322 


Churches abſolutely under their own Direction: 


| {hat the Goſpel preached by ihem all ſhould be 
3 C 4 | one 
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tion, and | : 

tion, Juſtification. 1 COS | 
* if * „* 0 . * 

* o oF | : 


* 


Cgiderutiaus upen the Converſion | 
one and the ſame, * the Doctrines agreeing in 
every Particular, without any one of them at- 
tributing. more to himſelf than he did to the 
others, or eſtabliſhing any thing even in point 
of Order, or Diſcipline different from the reſt, 
or more advantageous to his own Intereſt, 


7 8 * 145 3 . * 4 4 * 4 Ve ; , FA 2 . 1 4 N f I * Ss 1 1 
If any one imagines that he ſees any Difference be- 


©, 4 * 7 ry x * * 5 
* 


tween the Doctrines of St. Janes and St. Paul, concerning 


Juſtification by Faith or by Works, let him read Mr. Locke's 
excellent Comment upon the Epiſtles of the latter; or let 
- him only conſider theſe Words in the firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 
rintbians, c. ix, v. 27. But I keep under my Boah, and bring | 


it into Sutjettion,' leſt thr.t by any Means, when I have 
OR... preached te ethers, I myſelf ſbauld be 4 Caſtaway. 


, © 


I St. Paul had believed or taught, that Faith without 
- Works: was ſufficient to ſave a Diſciple of Cbriſ, to what 

Purpoſe did he Leeb under his Body, ſince his Salvation was 
not to depend upon Yat being tubjected to the Power of 
hit Reafon;: but meerly upon the Fazth he profeſt? His 
Faith was firm, and ſo ſtrongly founded upon the moſt cer- 
. tain Conviction, that he had no reaſon to doubt its Con- 

tinuance; how could he then think it poſſible, that while 
he retained that /aving Faltb, he might nevertheleſs be a 
. Caftaway,? Or if he had ſuppoſed that his Election and 
| Calling was of ſuch a Nature, as that it irre/i/tibly, impel- 


led him to Qo6d, and reſtrained him from Evil; how could 


he expreſs any Fear, leſt the Luſts of his Body ſhould pre- 
vent his Salvation? Can ſuch an Apprehenſion be made to 
agree with the Notions of abſolute Predeſtination aſcribed 
by ſome to St. Paul? He could have no Doubt that, the 
- Gract-of God had been given to him in the moſt extrior- 
. dinary Manner; yet we,ſee, that he thqught: his Blechion 
Was not ſo certain, but that he might fall from it again 
through the natural Prevalence.of bodily Appetites, if not 

duly reſtrained by his own voluntary Care. This ſingle 
[Paſſage is a fall Anſwer out the Mouth of St. Paul him- 


elf, to all the Miliakes that haye been made of his Mean- 


Ing in ſome obſcure, Expreſſions concerning Grace, Elec: 


* 


N Credit 


* Apoſlſbis of St. Pave. 


Credit, or Power, is a moſt ſtrong and: con- 


! : but cg nee by Divine Inf] nn 


. 


u then it appears that St. . Pau had nothing 
Ac e to * hu He gave up a Fortune 
Ewhich he was then in a fair way of adyancing. 
[ 3 c uiret by the Labours and Stückes of his whole 
be Law. He gave up his Friends, his Rela- 
ions, mc Fami: from whom he eſtranged 
Den which be had profited in above many 
ions of his F. athers, which be bad been more ex. 
ecdingly zealous of. How hard this Sacrifice 


was to a Man of his warm Temper, and above 
all Men to a Few, is worth Conſideration. That 


3 £ n the Face of the Earth. The ſtricteſt and 


proudeſt Set among them was that of the 
3 Fhariſees, er whoſe Diſcipline St. Paul was 


bred. 


e gave up that Reputation which he had ac- 


Nation is known to have been more tenacious 
pf their religious Opinions than any other up- 


; anal, Ps the Righteouſneſs which 3 is in Phil. ii 6. 


's Equals in his own Nation, and thoſe Tradi- Gal.i. 14. 
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bred. The av er mY of uddenty z 
from their favourite Tenets, retouncing their = 
Pride, and from their Diſciple becoming their 
Adverſary, was a moſt difficult Effort for one 
to make ſo nurſed up in the Eſteem of them, 
and whoſe early Prejudices wete ſo ſtrongly | 3 
confirmed by all the Power of Habit, all tie 
Authority of Example, and all the Allure- 3 
ments of Honour and Intereſt. Theſe were 
the Sacrifices he had to make in becoming + 1. 
Chriſtian , let us now {ee what Inconveniencies 4 pe 

he had to fear: the implacable Vengeance of pt 
| thoſe he deſerted; ; that ſort of Contempt which 5 

is hardeſt to bear, the Contempt of thoſe whoſe Y 
good Opinion he had moſt eagerly ſought ; | 1 . 
and all thoſe other complicated Eyils which he 4 
deſcribes in his 2d Epiſlle to the Corinthians, | 
Chap. xi: Evils, the leaſt of which were | 
enough to have frighted any Impoſtor even 
from the moſt hopeful and profitable Cheat. 
But where the Advantage propoſed bears. no 
3 roportion to the Dangers incurred, or the 3 
Miſchiefs endured, he muſt be abſolutely ut 2 
of his Senſes who will either engage in an Im- 4 | 
| poſture, or being engaged, perſevere: 1 


and Apoſteſoip- of St. Part. 
Pros the whole chen I think I have proved 
wi hat the Deſire of Wealth, of Fame, or of 
3 55 met; could be no Motive to make St. Paul 
Convert to Chriſt, but that on the contrary 
de muſt have been checkt by that Deſire, as 
ell as by the juſt Apprehenſion of many in» 
7 r and inſupportable Evils, from taking 
Part ſo contradictory to his [paſt Life, to 
: F the Principles he had imbibed, and all the 
Ilabits he had contracted. It only remains to 
Y pe enquired, whether the Gratification of any 
1 F Pther Paſſion under the Authority of that Re- 
ſigion, or by the Means it ne could bs 
L „ eee 


| N o w that there have been ſome Impoſtars 
3 43 * have pregended to Revelations from God, n 


| 1 ſet themſclyes free from all Reſtraints of Go 
Vernment, Law, or Morality, both ancient 
and modern Hiſtory ſnews. But the Doctrine 
Predkhed by St. Paul is abſolutely contrary to 
3 Wi ſuch Deſigns, His Writings breath nothing ,,, ve 
put the ſtricteſt Morality, Obedience to Ma- ælarhy 
3 £ ſtrates Order and Government, with the ut- & — l. 
 Fnoſt Abhorrence of all Licentiouſneſs, Idle- Col 
S Gy » or looſe Behaviour, under the Cloak of 
- 3 Religion. 
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Dominion or Property is founded in Grace; | 1 


that any Impulſes of the Mind are to direct us 3 n, 


Chriſtianity, bear any Mark of a Libertine Diſ. I þ 


See alſo _ 

2 Cor. i. 
1 2. and” 
iv. 2 


. St. Paul had held any 215 . or Bar. f of 


Divine Revelation. Nor does any Part of his 


Religion.” We no where "es in his Works . 
that Saints are above moral Ordinances ; - that 


5 
AY 


that there is no Difference in Moral Actions; 


againſt the Light of our Reaſon and the Laws "A Men! 
of Nature; or any of thoſe wicked Tenets from 3 b 
which the Peace of Society has been diſturbed, 
and the Rules of Morality have been broken ” 2 - iy rt 
Men pretending to act under the Sanction of a a L o 


Life, either before - or after his Converſion to 5 


poſition. As among the Jews, ſo among the | 
Chriſtians, his Converſation and Manners were 
blameleſs. Hear the Appeal that he makes to che 
Theſſalonians upon his Doctrine and Behaviour 
among them : Our Exhortation was not f 
Deceit, nor of Uncleanneſs, nor in Guile : 1e 
* are Witneſſes, and God alſo, how Bolily, and 
J and unblameably we behaved ourſel ves 
* among you that believe. 1 7. beſſ. i 0x79 
* to the Corinthians he fays, Mie have wrong- · 
ed no Man, ve have corrupted no Man, we che 
aaſraudel no Man. 2 Cor. vii. 2. | 


ict, (as the Philoſophers called them). we ſhould; have 43 in any 
probably found them in the Letters he wrote to 7. T 8 


2 ApoRleſhip of St. Pabf- 5 


1 Ir was not then the Deſire of: gratifying any 
= Lahe Paſſion; that could induce St. Paul to 
Irn Chriſtian, any more than the Hope of ad- 


Iincing himſelf either in Wealth, or Reputa- 


Jon, or Power. But ſtill it is poſſible ſome! 


2.34 
8 


aws | 9 Men may ſay, (and I would leave no ĩimagina- 


"Om 


bed, 4 0 ald have no ſelfiſh or intereſted. View in un- 
b 4 d grtaking ſuch an' Impoſture, yet for the ſake ; 
of a 
1 1 pport the Chriſtian F aith, and make uſe of 
: ſc dme pious F rauds to advance a Religion, 
7 | * hich though erroneous and falſe i in its Theo- 
6. ; dgical Tenets, and in the Facts upon which . 
"it was grounded, was in its Precepts and In- 
1 fl ence benefictal to Mankind. Ho 


ble lc Objection unanſwered) that though St. Paul 


its Moral Doctrines he might be inclined to 


een one, he would have given ſome Hints in theſe 


= hw Letters of the Cheat they were carrying on, and 
f  Jome ſecret Directions to turn it to ſome worldly Purpoſes 
one kind or another. But no ſuch Thing is to be found 
any one of them. 
Porine Spirit breathes in all theſe, as in the other more 
blick Epiſtles, : 


The ſame diſintereſted, holy, and 


A N. ow it is true that —_ —_ Men i in the: . 
Halben World, have both pretended to Divine 
"Revelations, and introduced or ſupported Reli- 
Fons they knew to be falſe, under a Notion of 

1 publick.. 


rus, and 7 bilemon, his Boſom-Friends, and . Diſciples. 
rt both the Theological and Moral Doctrines are exactly 
ſame in them: as thoſe he wrote to the Churches. A very - 
. Wong S pr eſumptive Proof of his being no Impoſtor ! Surely | 


29 
„ 
* 


vrus built upon Maxims di ſclamed by the Jews; 
(cho looking upon Truth, not Utility, to be 
the Baſis oÞ their Religion, abhorred all ſuch 
Frauds; and thouglit therti injurious to the 
Honour: of God) the Circumſtances they acted 


in were . from thoſe: of St. Faul. 


"Tax firſt Rebrmem of favage, min ized, | 
Nations, had ns other way to tame thoſe bar- 
barous People, and bring them to ſubmit to 
Order and Government, but, by the Reverence 
which they acquired from this Pretence. The 
Fraud was therefore alike beneficial both to the | 
Deceiver and the Deceived. And i in all other | 
Inſtances which can be given of good Men act- . 
ing this Part, they not only did it to ſerve good 
Ends, but were ſecure of its doing no Harm. 
Thus when Lycurgus perſuaded the Spartans,. or 
Numa the Romans; that the Laws of tlie one 
were inſpired by Apollo, or thoſe of the other 
by Egeria, when they taught their People to put 
great Faith in Oracles, or in Augury, no tem- 
poral Miſchief either to them, or their People, 
could attend the Reception of chat Belief. It dre 
on no Perſecutions, no Enmity with the World. 
But at that Time when St. Paul undertook-the 


preaching of the Goſpel, to perſuade any Man to. 
be 


„ 


be a Chriſtian, was to perſuade him to expoſe 


himſelf to all the Calamities human Nature 


could ſuffer.” This St. Paul knew; this he not 


only expected, but warned thoſe he taught to 
look for it too, Thel, ili. 4. 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. 
Epb. vi. 10, 11, 12, 133 14, 15, 16. Phil. i. 28, 

29, 30. Col. l. 9, 10, 1 l. Rom. viii. 33, 36. The 


only Support that he had himſelf, or gave to 


them was, That if they ſaffered with Chrift, 
they ſhould be alſo-glorified together.” And 


that, he reckoned that the Sufferings of the 


< preſent Time were not worthy to be com- 
pared with that Glory. Rom. viii. 17, 18. 
So likewiſe he writes to the Theſſaloniant, We 


ourſelves glory in you, in the Churches of 


God, for your Patience and Faith in all your 
Ferſecutions and Tribulations that you en- 


© dure; which is a manifeſt Token of the 


righteous Judgment of God, that ye may be 
counted worthy of the Kingdom of God, for 
* which alſo ye ſuſfir. Seeing it is a righteous 
* Thing with God to recompence [or repay] 


+ Tribulation: to them that trouble you, and 


to you who are troubled Reſt with us, hen 
* the:Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven 
with his mighty Angels, &c.* Theſſ. i. 4, 5; 


I 6, 7. And to the Corinthians he ſays, * If in 


* this Life only we have Hope in Chriſt, we are 


f 


31 


+ \ 
8 j 
| 2 
1 
142 
1 
LE 
= 
1 CVE 
2 
E 
Fc 
4 — 
8 * 
7 K 1 
3 7. 
. 
* 
\ b 
\ 75 


— Je : 
"SS t-4 
— 4 
4 PT FS. 
E 4.5 - BE; 
2 
42 4 
E K NS 
7% . 11 
9 — oY 
Z AS | 
- T7 F Wt 
7 1 
1 
* 
K 
% 
7% 
bs 
LJ 
* 
* 
2 
SW... 
11 
* 
4 % 
* 
$ 
?& © 
Sg 
5 
4 
os 
- Wh 
— 
8. 
= 
{3 
[-_ 
ed 
its | 
- - by 5 
* 
: : q 
4 7 
R © 
9 J 
FI _ 
* 3 
z J 
þ \ 
fs 
as - 
N - 
9 l 
— t 
s © 
. 
* 
be 


* 
©, 
4 
= 
4 
= 
* 
Ly 
3 
— 
ty 
: 
- * 
* 
[ 
$ 
75 
1 
_ 
1 
S 
Y 
f 
a 
* 
1 
* 
1 
* 
i? 
X 
» x 
2 
E 


FA 


8 upon' the Cunvenſi 
Gag: all Men the moſt miſerable.*, : How wel 


Nan he had to ſay this, the Hatred, the Con- 


tempt, the Torments, the Deaths endured by 
the Chriſtians in that Age, and long afterwards 
abundantly prove. . Whoever profeſt the Goſpel 
under theſe Circumſtances without an entire 
Conviction of its bein ga Divine Revelation, 


| muſt have been mad; and if he made others 


profeſs it by Fraud or Deceit, he muſt have 
been worſe than mad, he muſt have been the 
moſt harden'd Villaia that ever breathed. Could 


any Man who. had i in his Nature the leaſt Spark 
of Humanity, ſubje& his Fellow - Creatures to 


ſo many Miſeries; or could one that had in 


his Mind the leaſt Ray of Reaſon, expoſe him- 


ſelf to ſhare them with thoſe he deceived, in 
order to advance a Religion which he knew to 
be falſe, meerly for the Sake of its Moral Doc- 
trines? Such an Extravagante is too abſurd to 
be ſuppoſed, and I dwell too long on a chr 
that . a little Refleftion confutes l 


oe. 


* WOULD DER add t to che 5 Profs I have 


I 


given that St. Paul could have no rational 


Motive to become a Diſciple of Chriſt, unleſs 
he ſincerely believed i in him, this Obſer vation: 
That whereas it . be 1 to the other 


Apoſtles, 


we 


: 
2 
* 


3 0 


4 App be une 5 


credit their 1 imony, that having been 
deeply engaged: with. Jeſus during his Life, 
they! were 4 OV iged:to continue. the ſame. Pro- 


feſſions after his 1 Death, for the Support of 5 


their own, Credit, and from having gone too 
far to go back, this can by no means be ſaid 


of St. Paul. On the contrary; whatever Force 


FS + L9 


thete. may be in that Way of Reaſoning, it 


all tends to convince us that St. Paul muſt 
have naturally continued a Jew, and an Ene- 


my of. Cbriſt 70 '- If they were engaged 
on one Side, he was as ſtrongly engaged on 
the. other 3 if Shame with-held, them from 


changing Sides, much more ought it to haye 


ſtopt him, who, being of a higher 0 
and Rank i in Life a great deal than they, had 


more Credit to loſe, and muſt be ſuppoſed 
0 have. been vaſtly more ſenſible to that fort _ 
of Shame. 4 he only Difference was, that 


they by.quitting their Maſter after his Death, 
mighit Have 7 reſerved, themſelves ; whereas he 


by quitting the Jets, and taking up t the Croſs 8 
of Chriſt, certainly brou ps on his own Thy . 


ſtruction. 


ein 35 366 

7 "AF . no o rational LE appears 
bor r. Paul's embracing the F aith of Cbriſt, 
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Apoſtles, by thoſe, who, are reſolved not to 3 


1 


Truth of it; but on the contrary, every 
Thing concurred to deter him from acting 
that Pur; obe might ver) gultty conclude, 
, be was in Rel eotvinol 
he . not an Ege who ſaid what he 


knew to be falſe with an intent to deceive, * 


W 1 44 


1 ++ 


main upon the Iimpoſſibility of his having 
been ſuch an Impoſtor; that it may not be 
faid, The Minds of Men are ſometimes fo 
: capticibus, chat they will act without any 
rational Motives, they know not Why, and 
10 perhaps might St. Pau; 1 ſhall next 
ndeavour*to prove, that if he had been ſo 
unaccbuntably wild and abſurd, as to under- 
take an Tmpofture ſo unptofitable and dange- 
rous both to himſelf and thoſe he deceived by 
it, he could not poffibly have carried it on 
wich any uccels, Men Means that we Eno 
eee FF c 
Fiesr then let me wn that if his Con- 
Yer, and the Fart chat be” ated in'conſe- 
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without having" been really convinced of the 


t er a | des 'of Doubt | ky 


1 2 4 2 2 


ang Keller of St. P. 1 Pp 


Impoſture as could not be carried on by one 


which he became an Apoſtle of, was not his 
Invention. He was not the Author or Be- 
inner of it, and therefore it was not in his 
Power to draw the Doctrines of it out of his 


on Imagination. With Jeſus, who was the 


Communication before his Death, nor with his 
Apoſtles after his Death, except as their Perſecu- 
tor. As he took on himſelf the Office and Cha- 
rater of an Apoſtle, it was abſolutely neceſ- 
| ary. for him to have a preciſe and perfect 
| Knowledge of all the Facts contained in the 
| Goſpel, ſeveral of which had only paſt be- 
_tween Feſus . himſelf and his twelye Apoſtles, 
and others more privately ſtill, ſo that they 
could be known but to very few, being not 
yet made publick by any Writings ; 3 other- 
wiſe he would have expoſed himſelf to Ridi- 
cule among thoſe who preach'd that Goſpel 
with more Knowledge than he; and as the 
Teſtimony they bore would have been diffe- 


ctrines and Interpretations of / Scripture re- 
pugnant to his, from their entire Diſagree- 
ment with thoſe Jeiſb Opinions in which he 


quence of i it was an Impoſture, it was FR an 


Man alone. The Faith he profeſs d, and 


Author and Head of it, he had never had any 


rent in Point of Fact, and many of their Do- 


D 2 | was 


* 


1 \ 


| Cmfltration upon the Converſion = 
was bred up; either they muſt have been 
forced to ruin his Credit, or he would h ave 
ruin' d theirs. Some general Notices he might 
have gain“ d of theſe Matters from the Chri ri- 
ſtians he perſecuted, but not exact or exten - 
five enough | to qualify him for an Apoſtle, 
whom the leaſt Error in theſe Points would 
have diſgraced, and who muſt have been ruined 
by it in all his Pretenſions to that Inſpiration, 


from whence the e . Was 
e derived. 
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| 17 was therefore e for him to act 
this Part but in Confederacy at leaſt with the 
| Apoſtles. Such a Confederacy was ſtill more 


_ neceſſary for him, as the Undertaking to 
- preach the Goſpel did not only require an ex- 


act and particular Knowledge of all it con- by 
* "tained, but an apparent Power of working 0 1 
Miracles; for to ſuch a Power all the Apo- the 
_ files appeal'd in Proof of their Miſſion and and 
of the Doctrines they preach'd. He was there- cru 
fore to learn of them by what ſecret Arts the 
V ſo impoſed on the Senfes of Men, if the 
this Power was a Cheat. But how could he the 
gain theſe Men to become his Confederates ? the 
hs Was * by furiouſly perſecuting them and 
their Brethren, as we find that he did, to the 1555 
WE. „ very us, 


and Apoſileſviþ of Se. Paur- 


very Moment of his Converſion | 2. Would 


they venture to truſt their capital Enemy with 


all the Secrets of their Impoſture, with thoſe 
upon which all their Hopes and Credit de- 
pended? Would they put it in his Power to 
take away not only their Lives, but the Ho- 


nour of their Sect, which they preferred to 


their Lives, by ſo ill-plac'd a Confidence ? 
Would Men ſo ſecret as not to be drawn by 


the moſt ſevere Perſecutions, to ſay one Word 


which could convince them of being Impo- 
ſtors, confeſs themſelves ſuch. to their Perſe- 
cutor, in Hopes of his being their Accom-, 

plice? This is ſtill more impoſſible than that 
he ſhould attempt to engage in their Fraud 


without their Conſent and Aſſiſtance. 


W x, muſt ſuppoſe then, that till he came 


to Damaſcus, he had no Communication wit? 


the Apoſtles, acted in no Concert with them, 
and learnt nothing from them except the Do- 


ctrines which they had publickly taught to all 
the World. When he came there, he told 


the Jews to whom he brought Letters from 


the High- Prieſt and the Synagogue againſt 
the 'Oheiſtians,. of his having ſeen in che Way 
9.3 5 ä a 


The Dicaples of Chriſt were not called Chriſtians till 
after this time; but I uſe the Name as molt familiar to 
, and to vod Circumlocutions. 


398 


a great ] 


exe, — 
icht from Heaven, and heard c 
{tion, 


Jeſus reproaching him with kis Perſee 


and commanding him to go” into the City 
where it ſhould be told him what he was to 


vt to account for his chuſing this Me 
thod of declaring himſelf a Convert to Cbrißt, 
we muſt ſuppoſe that all thoſe who were with 
him, when he pretended: he had this Viſion, 


were his Accomplices. Otherwiſe the Story 


he told cbuld have gain'd no Belief, being 
contradicted by them whoſe Teſtimony was 
neceſſary to vouch for the Truth of it. And 
yer how can we ſuppoſe, that all theſe Men 
ſhould be willing to join in this Impoſture? 


They were probably Officers of Juſtice, or 


Soldiers, who had been employ'd often be- 


fore in executing the Orders of the High- 


Prieſt and tlie Rulers againſt the Chriſtians. 


Or if they were choſen particularly for this 
Expedition, they muſt have been choſen by 


them as Men they could truſt for their Zeal 


in that Cauſe, What ſhould induce them to 
the betraying that Buſineſs they were employ- 
ed in? Does it even appear that they had any 


Connection with the Man they ſo lied for, before, 


or after this Time, or any Reward from him 
for it? This is therefore a Difficulty in the firſt 
Outſet of this e not to be overcome. 


Bur 


3 en 
Kang age That 9 tor 0 9 


ther, and ES he was a 1. x an | xcel- 
lent Character, aho had a good Report of. all 
the Jews that dwelt at Damaſcus, and ſo was 
very unlikel y to have en gaged in ſuch an Im- 
poſture. Notwithſtanding | theſe Improbabili· 
ties, this Man, L fay, muſt have been his Con- al 
fident and Accomplice in carrying on this r e 
wicked Fraud, and the whole Matter muſt 
have been previouſly agreed on between them. 
| But here again the ſame Objection occurs: 
How could. this Man venture to act ſuch 2 
dangerous Part without the 0 onſent of the other 
Diſciples, eſpecially of the Apoſtles, or by what 
Means could he obtain their Conſent? And 5 1 
how abſurdly did they contrive their Buſi- 
neſs, to make the Converſion of Saul the 
Effect of a Miracle, which all thoſe who were K 
with him muſt certify did never happen 
How much eaſier would it have been to 
have made him be preſent at ſome pretended 
Miracle wrought by the Diſciples, or by Ana- 
nias himſelf, when none were able to diſcover © 
the Fraud, and have imputed his Converſion | 
to that, or to the Arguments uſed by ſome of 
| | 4 | his 


e pg by 
on*d about 8 Faith; and 


4 4 Groands of it, in otter to coloar fie . 
raed cee? 


as # * 


> 
* 


As this was the ſafeſt, 60 it was the moſt | 
natural Method of bringing about ſuch a 
| Change; ; inſtead of aſcribing it to an Event 


3% Which lay ſo open to a Detection. For (to 1 
£ a uſe the Words of St. Paul to Agripps) gbis ir u 
Wing was not done in a Corner, but in the Eye | WW had 
of the World, and ſubject immediately to the that 
Examination of thoſe who would be moſt ſho! 
ſtrict in ſearching into the Truth of it, the WW acti 
Fetus at Damaſcus, Had they been able to any 
bring any Shadow of Proof to convict him of whe 
Fraud in this Affair, his whole Scheme of Chr 
1 5 Impoſture muſt have been nipt in the Bud. in f 
| | "0 Nor were They at Jeruſalem, whoſe Commil- or 1 
ay | "ſion he bore, leſs concern'd to diſcover ſo pro- ſafe 
| :  voking a Cheat. But we find that, many Years Reſ 
afterwards, when they had had all the Time to g 
and Means they could deſire to make the ſtrict- that 
et Enquiry, he was bold enough to appeal to oth: 
Tbidem.  Apripps in the Preſence - of Feſtus, upon his grat 
| on Knowledge of the Truth of his Story ; ; ſtor 
| who did not contradict him, though he had 


certainly heard all that the Fees could alledge 
- 


en gente rt ru. 
ail iſt the” Credit of it in any e 0 
A very remarkable Proof both of the Noto- 
riety of the Fact, and the Integrity of the 


call upon a King to give Teſtimony for him, - 
even W he was fitting i in Judgment upon 


44% „4% 3 
* . . UA 


"Yor & to return to Ananias. Is it not ae 
if this Story had been an Impoſture, and he 
had been Join'd with Paul in carrying it on, 
that after their meeting at Damaſcus we never 
ſhould hear of their conlorting together, or 
acting in Concert, or that the former drew 
any Benefit from the F riendſhip of the latter, 
when he became ſo conſiderable among the 
Chriſtians ? Did Ananiss engage and continue 
in ſuch a dangerous Fraud without any Hope 
or Deſire of private Advantage? Or was it 
ſafe for Paul to ſhake him off, and riſk his 
Reſentment ?. There is, I think, no other way 
to get over this Difficulty, but by ſuppoſing 
that Ananias happen'd to die ſoon after the 
' other's Converſion, Let us then take that for 
granted without any Authority either of Hi- 
ſtory or Tradition, and let us ſee in What 


manner this wondrous Impoſture was carried 
on 


Man, WhO with ſo fearleſs ; a Confidence could 


"= 7 7 * 1 4 


Gal. 1 


8 18. attending to this Neceſſity, he went into Ara- 


were paſt. 


we bebte get himklf own d, and. receiv'd 
an Apoſtle by the Apoſtles. A Til this was 
E the Bottom he ſtood upon was very nar- 
row, nor could he have any probable means 
of ſupporting himſelf in any Eſteem or Cre- 
dit among the Diſciples. Intruders into Im- 
poſtures run double Riſks; they are in Dan- 

ger of being detected, not only by thoſe up- 

on whom they attempt to practiſe their Cheats, 

but alſo by thoſe -whoſe Society they force 
themſelves into, who muſt always be jealous 

of ſuch an Intruſion, and much more from x” 
one who had always before behav'd as their 4 
Enemy. Therefore to gain the Apoſtles, and not 
bring them to admit him into a Participation WW ee 
of all their Myſteries, all their Deſigns, 'and | be + 
all their Authority, was abſolutely neceſſary hoy 
at this Time to Paul. The leaft Delay | 
was of dangerous Conſequence, and might wit 
| expoſe him to ſuch Inconveniences as he never obj 
afterwards could overcome. But inſtead of ſuc 


bia, and then return'd again to Damaſcus ; 
nos did he 8⁰ to 5 lors till three Tears 


but by the Revelation 


. Pa 8 
Nov this Conduct may be accounted for, 
if it be true that (as he declares in his Epiſtle 
to the Galatians) he neither received the . 1. 13. 

„ pel of any Man, neither was he taught 
df Jeſus Chriſt.” Un- 
der ſuch a Maſter, and with the Aſſiſtance of 
his divine Power, he might go on boldly with- 
out any human Aſſociates; but an Impoſtor ſo 


left to himſelf, ſo depriv'd of all Help, all 
Support, all e e could not have 


. 


Fan T26n we find that at Antioch he was 
not afraid to withſtand Peter to his Face, and 1 1 
even to reprove bim before all the Diſciples, becauſe 11, 4 
be was to be blamed. If he was an Impoſtor, 
how could he ventureſo to offend that Apoſtle, 
whom it ſo highly concerned him to agree 
with, and pleaſe ? Accomplices in a Fraud are 


| obliged to ſhew greater Regards to each other; 
ſuch Freedom belongs to Truth alone. 


Hor let us conſider whatDifficulties he had to 
encounter among the Gentiles themſelves, in the 
Enterprize he undertook of going to Them, ma- 
king himſelf their Apoſtle, and converting Them 
to the Religion of Chriſt. As this undertaking 
was the diſtinguiſhing Part of his Apoſtolical 
Functions, 


ictions, ther e the 3 
Epiſtles, he Matias called to; or which, 
too ſpeak like an Unbeliever, he choſe and aſ- 
igned to himſelf, it deſerves a particular Con- 
ſideration: But I ſhall only touch the principal 
Points of it as conciſely as I can, becauſe vou 
have in a great meaſure exhauſted. the Subject 
in your late excellent Book on the Reſurrec- 
tion, where you diſcourſe with ſuch Strength 
of Reaſon and Eloquence upon the Difficulties 
that oppoſed the Propagation of the. Chriſtian 
. in all Parts of the World. 


N ow in this ep St. Paul v was to o.con- 
tend, 1f, With the Policy and Power of the 
Magiſtrates ; ; 2dly, With the Intereſt, Credit, 
and Craft of the Prieſts ;| 3dly, With the Preju- 
dices and Paſſions of the People; 4thly, With 
the Wiſdom and Pride of the Philoſophers. | 


 Txrarinall Heathen Countries the eftabliſh'd 
Religion was interwoven with their Civil Con- 
ſtitution, and ſupported by the Magiſtrate as an 
eſſential Part of the Government, whoever has 
any Acquaintance with Antiquity cannot but 
know. They tolerated indeed many different 
Morſnhips, (thoꝰ not with ſo entire a Latitude 


as ſome * ſpppaſe).: as they wake Men 
Ain to 


q 4 
” > 
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an Apoſtleſhip of St. Pavi:.”, 
to diſcourſe" very freely concerning; Religion, 


15 5 they would ſubmit to an exterior 


Conformity with the eſtabliſhed Rites; nay; 


according to the Genius of Paganiſm, which 
| allowed an Intercommunity of Worſhip, they 
in moſt” Places admitted, without any great 


Difficulty, new Gods and new Rites; but they 


no where endured any Attempt to ovetturn the 


eſtabliſhed Religion, or any direct Oppoſition 


made to it, eſteeming that an unpardonable 
Offence, not to the Gods alone, but to the 


State. This was fo univerſal a Notion, and ſo 
conſtant a Maxim of Heathen Policy, that when 


the { Chriſtian Religion ſet irfelf up in Oppoſi- 


tion to all other Religions, admitted no Inter- 
community with them, but declared that the 
Gods of the Gentiles were not to be worſhiped, 


nor any Society ſuffered between them and the 
only true God ; when this new Doctrine begun 
to be propagated, and made ſuch a Progreſs 
as to fall under the Notice of the Magiſtrate, 


the Civil Power was every where armed with 
all its Terrors againſt it. When therefore 


St. Paul undertook” the Converſion of the 
Gentiles, he knew very well, that the moſt 


ſevere Perſecutions muſt be the Conſequence 
of wy Succels i in his Deſign, doc 


| SECONDLY, _ 


= - me Intereſt, Credit, and Craft of the. Prieſts 
= How gainful a Trade they, with all their infe- 
=. rior Dependents, made of thoſe Superſtitions 
 ==— which he propoſed to deſtroy. how. much 
1 5 Credit they had with the People as well 28 

the State hy the Means of them, and how 
much Craft they employed in carrying on their 
Impoſtures, all Hiſtory ſhews. St. Paul could 

not doubt that all theſe Men would exert their 
_ utmoſt , Abilities to 15 he Spreading of the 

Doctrings he N Doctrines which ſtruck | 


„ 


+ more « terrible to . e * theſe of the 


moſt Atheiſtical Set of Philoſophers, becauſe 

| the latter contented themſelves with denying 
| their Principles, but at the fame Time declared 
for ſupporting their Practices, as uſeful Cheats, 
or at leaſt acquieſced i in them as Eſtabliſhments ; 

authorized by the Sanction of Law. Whatever 

therefore. their Cunning .could do to ſupport 

their own. Worſhip, whatever Aid they could 

draw from the Magiſtrate, whatever Zeal they 

could raiſe in the People, St. Paul was to con- 

tend with, unſupportg. by any human. Aſt 

tance. 


| Aud 
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: wid 4 Apoftleſbip 2 St. Pabt. 4 


poſition to all the Prejudices and Paſſions of the 
People. Now had he confined his Preaching to 


Judeu alone, this Difficulty would not have 


oceutred in near ſo great a Degree. The 

here were ſo moved by the Mira- 
cles the Apoſtles had wrought, as well as 
| by the Memory of theſe done by Jeſus, that 


in Spite of their Rulers, they begun to be fa- 


the Apoſtles with ſo much Severity as they 


Y Legted to do, for fer f the People.” But in 
| the People among che Gentiles no ſuch Diſ- 


poſitions could be expected: Their Preju- 


dices were violent, not only in favour of their 
own Superſtitions, but in 2 particular Man- 


ner agaiaft- any Doctrines taught by a Jetv. 


As from their Averſion to all Idolatry, and 
irreconcileable Separation from all other Reli- 
gions, the Jews were accuſed of hating Man- 
kind, ſo were they hated by all other Nations: 
nor were they hated alone, but deſpiſed. To 
what a Degree that Contempt was carried, ap- 
pears as well by the Mention made of them 


in 


vourably diſpoſed towards them; and we even —_ wm 
| 8nd that the High Prieſt, and the Council, had 26 
mote than once been withheld from treating 


" 
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I 8 then could St. Paul flatter himſelf that: hi 4 ” 
” © reaching would carry along with i FO we 
7 People to whom he was at once both the Ob. BY pre 
ect of national Hatred and national ram Sei 
But beſides this popular Prejudice a gainſt Cre 
Few, the Doctrines he taught were Sch. ; a Pit 
2-2" , ſhocked. all their moſt. _.ingrafted Religious Bi 

3 Opinions. They agreed: to no Principles of 


_ which he could ayai himſelf. to procure their 
Aſſent to the other Parts of the Goſpel. he 

- preached. To convert the Zews to Chriſt Jeſus, 

he was able to argue from their. own Scrip- 

tures, upon the Authority of Books which they 
owned to contain Divine Revelations, and 

from hich he could clearly convince them, 
that Jeſus was tbe very Chriſt. But all theſe 
Ads ix. / Ideas were new to the Gentiles; they, expected 
u brit, they allowed no ſuch Scriptures, 
| they were to be taught the Ola Te eftament as well 
as the Nero. How was this to be done by a 
Man not, even authorized by his own Nation: 

: " oppoſed by thoſe who weregreateſt,and thought 

7 viſelt dantong them; Fader, quite ſingle, or 


xt "uy 
S SS 
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ous than He” * 


our by their Superſtit tions, having changed | 
Glory e the uncarruptible God into an ge 
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N "an 1d | 
only attended by one or two more under the | 
ſame r and even bool leſs Conſide- 
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15 Tax: Light 6 of Nature Mel: without ex- 

preſs Revelations, might have conducted the 
Gentiles to the Knowledge of one God the 
Creator of all Things, and to that Light St. A8, air. 


17. xvi. 


Paul might appeal, as we fine that he did. 27 28. 
But clear as it was,” they had almoſt put it 
the Rom. i. 


nul ltr to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and 


| four-foated Beaſts, and creeping Things, and ſer- 


E the” Creature more.than the Creator. And 


to this Idolatry they \ were ſtrongly attach =. 
not by their Prejudices alone, but by their 
Paſſions, which were flatter d and gratified in 
it, as they believed that their Deities would be 


reader” d propitious, not by Virtue and Holi- 


- - . 


neſs, but t by Offerings, and Incenſe, and out- 
ward Rites Rites which dazled their Senſes 


by magnificent Shiews, and allured them by "2 
Pleaſures often of a very impure and immoral Told 


Nature. Inſtead. of all this, the Goſpel pro- 


wo to them no other Terms of Acceptance 


God but a Worſhip of him in Spirit and 
3 Truth, 


„ 44 Cmfdergtios then the PIR 
* 7 ruth, | ſincere Repeptance,, and perfect Sub, 


miſſion. to the Divine Laws, the ſtricteſt Pu: 
rity of Life and Manners, and fenguncing of 


walked.. How unpalatable a Doctrine was 
this to Men fo given up to. che Power of 
thoſe Luſts, as the whole Heathen World was 


2 . 
e 
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© brought to approve, it, there could be no 


2 Aoi » 


— — 
e- pens bp agey en e 
2 2 


£ as the Eaſe and Indulgence ;Which. thoſe 
2 8 - Rel ons þ a of 25 e Wh in Awe tg 


7 


toe 05 no doubt, = probably. yayld, 5 
he had been an Impoſtor ; but it appears, by 


"Ber "fuppoling thex "be bs axed 


rity. of the Goſpel, and to farſake their Ido: 


2 — e orks of a e Figo for the KBr? Worſhip 


* — 
— 


o 2 
1 


= all thoſe Luſts in which they had formerly 


at that time! If their Philoſophers cauld b 


Hope that the People ould reliſh it, or At 


all his Epiltles, that, be preached 1 as. "gh 
Li LS it as e ee dees 725 


to quit. their habitual Senſuglity for, the Pu- 


hae, which St, Poul. xeckans. amooght [the 


of. .the * Cl . FO n were they diſ- 
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and Ap of St. Kan 2 
poked ro. reccive. the Doctrine of the Salvation | 
of Map by the Croſs. of Teſs Crit, Could 

they, who a in Notions {g cqatrary.19 | 
that great hg: $9 bet Aden an of 1 Cor. i 
God, which none of the Princes of this Warld 7 *: 
knew, incling tg receive it againſt the Inſtruc- | 

tions of all theip Teachers, and, the Example 

of all their Syperiors.? . Could they., whoſe 

Gods had almaſt all been pawerful Kings, and 
Mighty; Conquerors, they, who gt that; very 
Time paid divine Hangurs to the Eqppergrs of 


Fe, whoſe only. Title ta Deification was s the 


Imperial Power; could they, 1 fays reconcile 
their Ideas to 2 crucifigd Sn of Cd, to a Rat 
germer of Moenftind on the Croſs? Would 


chen look there for him che in fbr Lage of Colo. 


3 . 


1 inuifible. Cod, .the Fir bern of even Crea: © 
ure: By, whos aud for whom were. gl T. Ae 
bo that are in Heaven, and thek g it 
Earth, whether they le Thrones, gr Dopnians, 
er Prigcipalities, or Powers? No, maſk Surely, 
th, natural. Man (to ſpzak in the Words f: = ig 
St, Pay) received not theſe Things, far o ane * 
Folie to Him i neither cauld be ftnoꝶ them, 
becauſe, they are ſpiritually diſcerned. I may 


| therefore conclude, that in the Entęrprize of 
conyerting the Gentiles, St. Paul was s to con- 


= tend 


— 


72 \; Se Comfiltitin 2 upon WW; . 
tend not only with the Policy and Power of 
the Magiſtrates, and with the Intereſt, Credit, 
and Craft of the Prieſts; but alſo with che 
Sar and Falls of the hs... 


* 


I Al next to \ ſhew, Hae: he ws 46 2 
no lefs Oppoſition from the Wiſdom and 
Pride of the Philoſophers. And though ſome 
may imagine, that Men who pretended to be 
raiſed and refind above vulgar Prejudices and 
vulgar Paſſions, would have been helpful to 
him in his Deſign, it will be found upon Exa- 
mination that inſtead of afliſting, or befriend- 
ing the Goſpel, they were its worſt and moſt 
irreconcileable Enemies. For they had Pre- 
Judices of their own ſtill more repugnant to 
che Doctrines of Chriſt than thoſe of the Vul- 
gar, more deeply rooted, and more obſtinate- 
ly fixed in their Minds: The Wiſdom upon 
Which they valued themſelves, chiefly conſiſt- 
ed in vain metaphyſical Speculations, in logi- 

$2.70 4 cal Subtleties, in endleſs Diſputes, in high- 
don Concets 0 bk: the DRAG e 8g Self- ful. 


Poſitiveneſs about doubtful 0 pinions, or ſeep: 


cal Doubts a che moſt clear and certain 
* 2 1 Truths 


ee Ain of 3. bn, 1h 
n nothing could be more contradictory; to the 
feſt Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, than 
thoſe of the Atheiſtical, or Sceptical Sects, : 
W that Time prevailed . much, both 


We find * * Theiftical Sefts v were nick 
leſs at Enmity with it, when we conſider the 


Doctrines. ara held upon the Nature of God 1 
and che Soul. * 


"oy 1 5 will not a on a Subject which e 


hy moſt learned Mr. V. arburton. has. handled gation of 
. Moſes, 1.3. 
ſo well. If it were neceſſary to enter particu- 86g alſo 4 


| lar ly into this Argument, I could eaſily prove, late Pam- 


that there was not one of all the different phi- — 5 


loſophical Sects then upon Earth, not even — 


the Platonicks themſelves, who are thought to into the 


favour it moſt, that did not maintain ſome — 4 


Opinions fundamentally contrary to thoſe of tes of the 


antient 


the Goſpel. - And in this they all agreed, to Philoſo- 
explode as moſt unphiloſophical, and contrary 5 TW 
to every Notion that any among them main- 23 3 
rained, that great Article of the Chriſtian Re- the Soul, 
ligion, upon which the Foundations of it are and a fu 
laid, and without which St. Paul declares to 1 


bis * their Faith would be vain, the 17, 20. 
E 3 Re- 


; * 
F 
+ 
1 
$ 
, 


Keim Un of the Dead 5 their 2 uf 


Cale, i which Rifarteftion Cr if wits Br Fit Born: 


 Befides" the Cvlittaricty öf cheir Tefets to 
thoſe of tue Göfpel, the Pride that was coth- 

won to an che Philoſophths, Was" of ftlef al 
almoſt invmtible Obfta 
fon of the Evangelical D6&riits calculated 10 
humble that Pride, and teach then, that pv. 


88 felſrns kbem feldes zu be Wife they ber amm Fools. 


This Pride was no leſs intractabie, no tel 


5 ; averſe to the Inſtructions of Cbr if, or of his 
Apomdes, than chat Bf the Sr iher and Pha. 


ter. St Bau Was therefore to kbntend in His 
- Eiiterprize of converting the Geptjiles, with all 
te Oppoefition that could be made to ic by all 


tlic different Seas of PhiloTophets. And how | 
ſöfmidable ah Oppoſition this was, let thoſe | 


ee, Who" are acqttzinted from Hiſtory 
© with the great Credit thoſe Sects had oBthin'd 


Nm tha Time in the World, a Credir even Tu: 


64 5 to that bf the Prieſts. © Whoever” pre- 


- YehHet to Learning or Virtue was their Dil: 


Abe; the greateſt Magiſtrates, Genkrale, 

Kings, ranged themſelves under their Diſci- 
ph were train'd up in their Schöols, and 
ee the Opinions they & taught; 


e agaitift the Adtmiſ- 
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Ari theſe Sects matle it a Maxim not to 
Uſe the popular Worſhip, or eſtabliſhed 
Religion; but under thoſe Limitations they 
kauglie very freely whatever they pleaſed; and 
no religious Opinions Were more warmly fap- 
ported than thee rhey delivered were by their 
Followers. The Chriftiat? Religion at ende 
overturned their ſeveral Syſtems, taught a 
Morality more perfece than theirs; and efts- 
bliſhed it upon higher and much ſtronger 
Foundations, mortified their Pride; eefifound- 

ed their Learning, diſcover'd their Ignorance, 
Tur d their Crbdit! Againſt fuck! an Enemy 
What world they ok do? Would they not 
erett the whole Power of theit Klieturick, 


| the! whole Art öf thiif Logick, their Influ- 


ente over the People, their I nteteft with the 
Great, to diſcredit 4 Noveley fo alarmiſig to 
them ME? If St. Pail hat had nothing to 
tuft £8 but his own natural Facultles; hls 
on Undlerſtanding, Knowledge, and Elo- 
quence, could he have hoped to be fingly a 
Match for all theirs united againſt fim? 
Could 4 Teacher unheard of before, from an 


bobſcute and unlearned Part of the World, 


have withſtood the Authority of Plato, Ari- 
Volle E pieurus, Zeno, Arcefilaus, Carneades; and 
4 = all 
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wage r un 


iderations upon the an 


al the great Names which held the firſt Rank 


of human Wiſdom ? He might as well have 


_ attempted alone, or with the Help of Barna- 


bas and Silas, of Timotbeus and Titus, to have | 
erected a Monarchy upon the Ruins of all the 
ſeveral States then in the World, as to have 
erected Chriſtianity upon the Deſtruction of | 

all che ſeveral. Sects of | Philoſophy, which 
reign'd in the Minds of the Gentiles, among 
-whom he preach'd, par the Greeks and 
the ent. 


1 oy 3 3 1 think) that. in 
the Work of converting the Gentiles, St. Paul 
could have no Aſſiſtance, but was ſure. on the 


6 © 


_ contrary of the utmoſt. Repugnance and Op- 


poſition to it im aginable from the Magiſtrates, 
from the Prieſts, from the People, and from 
the Philoſophers; it neceſſarily follows, that 
to ſucceed in that Work he. muſt have called 


in ſome extraordinary Aid, ſome ſtronger 
Power than that of Reaſon and Argument. 


Accordingly we find, he tells the Corinthians, 


that his Speech and Preaching was not | with 
enticing Wards of Man's Wiſdom, but i in De- 


monſtration of the Spirit and of Power, 1 Cor. 
ii. 4 And to the Theſſalonians he ſays, Our 


"8 1 2 | Goſpel 


— — yn 
in Power and in the Hoh Ghoſt, Theſſ. i. 5; 
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that he aſcribed all his Succeſs in thoſe Coun- 
tries, and;wherever elſe he planted the Goſpel 
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thoſe Difficulties that obſtructed his Enter- 
prize, but then be was not an Impoſtor: Our 


| him to have been an Impoſtor) he could by pre- 
tending to Miracles have overcome all thoſe Diffi- 
en and carried on _ Weil with Succeſs? 


upon, and 4 powerful Confederacy to carry 
on, and abett the Cheat. Both theſe Circum- 
ſtances, or at leaſt one of them, have always 
accompanied all the falſe Miracles ancient and 
modern, which have obtained any Credit a- 


the general Faith of the Heathen World in 
Oracles, Auſpices, Auguries, and other Im- 


the Magiſtrates, ſupported the national Wor- 
ſhip, 


It was to the Efficacy of the Divine Power 


poſtures, by which the Prieſts combined with 


—— 


of Cbriſt. If that Power really went with 
him, it would enable him to overcome all 


Enquiry therefore muſt be whether (ſuppoſing 
Now to give Miracles, fallely b : 
ed to, any Reputation, two Circumſtances 


are principally neceſſary, an apt Diſpoſition 
in thoſe whom they are deſigned to impoſe: 


mong Mankind. To both theſe was owing | 


ber. * F with Tungues uh the Day of Penteca, 


their Faväur, and Willing to hs 
Both the füme Cuuſts Hkewiſt oo operatt 
in the Belief that is glvtn tb Popiſtr Mira: 
tles amo thoſe of their own Ohurbhi But 
neither vf theſe aſſiſted St. Paal. What" Pre. 
boſſeſlon evuld there have been in the Minas 
of "the Gintiles either in Faveur bf fim; 67 
the Doctrimes he taugh ? Or rather, Whit 
Prepoſſamons etuld be ſtronger that theft, 
which they- otidoubredty had agalfiſt York ? 
I kt hack remained in Fudeay it miglit Rave 
deen ſuggeſted by Unbelleversz that the Ih 
were @ credulous People, apt to ſeek after Mi- 
racks; and t afford them am eaſy Belief and 
that the Faniè of thoſe ſaid to he done by 
Fieſas himſelf) and by his Apoſtlesy before 
Paul declared his Converſion, had prediſpoſed 
their Minds, and warmed their Iinaginations 
to the Rdmiſſion of others 1 26:9 to be 
ö 8 * 2 ee 6 10 eee 


Tus * Miracle Y the Aan peak 


ü. ver. * had made tliree thouſahd Converts;; that of 


er healing the lame Mam at the Gate of the Tem. 


*. five — dme 5 wah ſich. wes the 
Higgs Faith 


1 75 


* 
8 » 


— N F b | | ; 5 n . 
o = ; 
7 I Co * G 2 | 5 1 «es 
bf eib of BY; PAUL: | 


Puch of the” Multitude, that they brought 
forth the Sick inte the'Stretts, atid laid them 


on Beds and Cotiches, | #bat. at the liaſt "the 


Shadows. of Peter "Paſſing by nig bi ober. pu- 
| dow ſome bf them; 1 V. ber- +5. Here 


tas therefore a g68d  Foundatioh' laid for 


Pail to pidettd upon in precthding to Hi 
lar thifactilotis: Wbrks ; though tlie Prieſt“ 
and the Rülers Were hafden'd againſt them, 
the People Were inclined to give Ciedit te 

tem, and thete was fesſon to hope for Siic- 


ceſs among / them both at Jerufalem, and: in 


all the Regions belonging to the Fews. But 
vo fuck Diſpolitions wet to be found in the 


Gentiles.” | There Was ameng theiti hd Matte 


a prepared fo for Impoſture to work - upon; no 
Knowledge of Ci, no Thought of his 
Power, or of the Power of theſe: who” ame 
in his Narie. Thus when at Ifra St. Paid 
healed the Man who was à Cripple from his , 
Birth, Ie far were the People there fein "Rog 
poſinng that he could be able to de futh a 
Thing as un Apoſtle of Chrift, or by any Vir- 


tue derived from: bim, that they took Pail 


and Bapnustr to be Go of their 6%fl kön 
down in the Likeneſs of Men, and would have 


| Nane to them as _ 


Now 


* 
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xiv. 


No L 2 id the Ctinens of Lare con- 
ain tir diaceer do thedecaring Mee 
AN re their Imaginations overheated with any | 


its of a miraculous Power belonging to 


Paul, which could, diſpoſe. therm to.think he 


worked ſuch a Miracle when he did not? As 
the contrary is evident, ſo in all pther Places 


proyed to Demonſtration, that ae find ng 
Diſpoſition, no Aptneſs, no Bias to aid his Impo- 
ſture, if the Miracles, by which he every where 
ee his 8 W got eee 
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* = ve og fs I us examine, oe. 
ther without the Ac 
tance, there was any Confederacy ſtrong, enough 
10 impoſe. his falſe, Miracles upon the Gentiles, 


who, were, both unprepared and undiſ poſed to 


receive them. The,contrary is apparent. He 
was, in no Combination with their Priefs or 
* Magiſtrates: 3 no.8e#,or Party among them 
ave him any Help; all Eyes were open and 


— to detect his Impoſtures, all Hands 
ready to puniſh him as ſoon as detected. Had 


he remained in Zudea, he would at leaſt have had 
many Confederates, all the Apoſtles, all the 


Nn of Cbri "if at chat Time pretty nume- 
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Ivantage of ſuch an Aſſiſ- 


fed 
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nd Aol, ef 8. Pave. 


rous; dut f in Preaching to the Gentiles he was 
often alone, never With more than two of three 
Cortipinions, « or Followers. Was this A Con- 


n 


federacy powerful enou igh to carry on ſuch a 
Cheat; in ſo mn dieter! Parts of the World, | 


againſt the united Oppofition of the Magi- 


| firates, Prieſts, Philofophers, „People, all. com- 
bined to detect and exp 


e their F rauds? Sem 


Lr it be alſo conſidered, that thoſe upon 
whom they praftifed t cheſt Arts were nor groſs 


or ignorant People, q apt to miſtake any un- 
common Operations of Nature, or Juggling 
Tricks, for Miraculous Acts. The Churches 
| planted by St. Pan were in the moſt enlight- 
enced Parts of the World, among the Greeks of 
Ale and Europe, among' the Lan in the 


Midſt of Science, "Philoſophy, Freedom” of 
Thought, and in an Age more inquilitively 


curious into the Powers of N. ature, and leſs 


inclined to credit Religious Frauds than any 
before it. Nor were they only the loweſt of 
the People that he converted. Sergius Paulus, 


br 


| the Proconſul of Paphos, Eraſtus, * Chamberlain * crore 


of Corinth, and Dion us the drepagite, v were 88 
_ Profelytes wir as: 1 eaſurer 
3; or Bailiff 


oftheCity, 


 Uran 


i dition, 99 his Pretenlen 70 Mira) es way z 
| not afliſted by the Diſpaſiion of thoſe whom he. 
deſigned td _conyert by thoſs Means, ner 5 

any, powerful Confedergey td carry, gn; and 
ahett the Cheat, withoux both which. concure 
ring Circumſtances, or. one. at leaf, o ſuch. 

Pretenſſen ar ef appeal wich Ang Space. 


43 Sarg theſe Circumſtances concurred even in 
: che. lite famous Miracles, ſuppoſed to be done. 
= at Abbe Paris's Tomb,, They had not indeed 
the Support of the Government, and for that 
reaſon, appear to deſerve more Aitention than 
other Popiſh Miraeles; but they were ſup- | 
Ported by. all che Zau/enifs; à very powerful | 
aud numerous Party, in Fraxce, made up partly | 
af wiſe and able Men, partly of Bigots' and 
Enchyſiaits. All theſe copfederated together 
to giye Credit to Miracles, aid to be worked 
in Behalf of their Party; and, thoſe, who: be- 
heved them were, ſtrongly diſpoſed te that 
| Belif.. And yet With theſe . AQYAptapes. POW 
1 : were they ſuppreſſed |. Only by walling 
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wir a that Part « of the Church, where the Tomb 

751 of the Saikt, who was ſuppoſed to york them, | 

77 * was placed Soon after this was done, a Paper 

5 VS fixed on the Wall with this Inſcription : 4 
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By Coppgue of Abr bau Gel is forbid to | 
ok any more Mirgales lers. The, Paſguinade 
a 4, Witty one, but the Eyent turned the 


— it againſt the Party by which it was 


For if God had: really. worked any Mi- 


— there, could this abſurd Prohibition have 
taken Effect? Would He have ſuffered bis 
Purpoſe 10 be defeated by building a Wall? 
When all the Apeſyes were ſhut up in Priſon 
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to hinder their working of Miracles, the Angel? Av. 16. 
of the Lord qgened the Priſon Doors, and let hr the 


them out. But che/Power of Abi Paris could 26th. 
neither throw down the Wall that excluded 
his Votaries, nor operate through that Imipe- 


diment. And yet his Miracles are often com- 


pared with, and oppoſed by Unbelievers to 


thoſe: of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, which! is the 


Reaſan of my having taken this particular No- 


tice of them here. But to go back to the Times 


nearer to St. Pauls. There is in Lucian an Ac- 


caunt of a very extraordinary and ſucceſsful Im- 


TY 


Poſture carried on in his Days, by one Mexauder vide ths 


of Pontus, who introduced a new God into that 
Country, whoſe Prophet he called himſelf, and Lucian. * 
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in whoſe Name Wick ef to Miracles, and 
delivered Oracles, by which he acquired great 
Wealth and Power. All the Arts by which this 
Cheat was managed are laid open by Lucian, 

and nothing can better point out the Difference 
between Impoſture and Truth, than to obſerve 

the different Conduct of this Man and St. Paul. 
Alexander made no Alteration in the Religion 

_ eſtabliſhed in Pontus before; he only grafted 

his on upon it; and ſpared no Pains to in- 

pfeudom. tereſt in the Succeſs of it the whole Heathen 
Vas , Prieſthood, not only in Pontus, but all over the 
765, 709.0 World; ſending great Numbers of thoſe who 
33 ©: , » came' to.conſult him to other Oracles, that were 
at that Time in the higheſt Vogue; by which 
Ibid. 763. Means he engaged them all to ſupport che Re- 
utation of his, and abett his Impoſture. He 
ſpoke with the greateſt Reſpect of all the Sects 
of Philoſophy, except the Fpicureans, who from 
their Principles he was ſure would deride and 
oppoſe his Fraud; for though they preſumed 

not to innovate, and overturn eſtabliſned Reli- 

- gions, yet they very freely attacked and expoſed 

all Innovations that were introduced under the 
Name of Religion, and had not the Authority 
Tbig, 762, of a legal Eſtabliſhment. To get the better of 
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ſtians, 
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he 


Kain ke ibdünith Aid | bf Perſctinian and 
Force, exciting the People againſt them, and 774. 


ſtroy them by ſecret Ways; which Arts he p. 779, 
_ -detaining in his on Hands the written Que- 


from Men of the greateſt Power and Rank, 
5 -his Heng poſleſs'd of them was of infinite Ser- 


No ee ep _ cur,” at maxima Vatis. 
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and Ibid. 5623 
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anſwering Objections with Stones. That he 1 
might be ſure to get Money enough, he deli- i 
vered this Oracle in the Name of his God, T I 1 ; 
command you to. grace with Gifts my: Prophet.and | 

Miniſter ; for I have no Regard for Riches myſelf; 

ut the greateſt for ny Prophet. And he ſhared 
the Gains that he made; which were immenſe, 
among an infinite Number of Aſſociates, and 
Inſtruments, whom he employ d in carrying 
on and ſupporting his Fraud When any de- 
clared themſelves, to be his Enemies; againſt 

whom he durſt not proceed by open Force, he 

endeavour'd to gain them by Blandiſhments. 

and having got them into his Power; to de- 


practiſed againſt Lucian himſelf. Others he 780, 7819 
kept in Awe and Dependance upon him, by 


bots they had propoſed to his God upon „ 
State Affairs; and as theſe generally came 
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wle to him, and made him Maſter of all 


OY probs * of.2 no little Fart n 
my N. ai SOL 

m. 768. x: He:obtained: — Protestion and JEriendſhip 
| of Rutilianus, a great Roman General, by flat- 


* 


tering him with Promiſes of a very long Life, 


and Exaltation to Deity after his Death; and 
at laſt having quite turned his Head, enjoin'd 


him by an Oracle to marry his Daughter, whom 


he pretended to have had by the Moon; which 
Ibid. 781. Command Nutilianus obey' d, and by his Al- 


liance ſecured this Impoſtor from any Danger 


of Puniſhment; the Roman Governor of By- 
* thinia:and Pontus excuſing himſelf on that Ac- 


count from doing | Juſtice upon him, when 


"Ibid 753:  Dodien and ni others offered e to 
+ ie lin Acruſe rn 147 
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. 85 1 x never 1 that ignorant and bar- 


2 Country, which he had made Choice 
of at firſt as the fitteſt to play his Tricks in 
undiſcover d; but reſiding himſelf among 
choſe ſuperſtitious and cred ulous People, ex- 
tended his Fame to a great Diſtance by the 


Tbid. 762, Emiſfaries which he employ'd all over the 
769. World, eſpecially at Rome, who did not pre- 
K 2 55 F | | { tend | 
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tend en to work any Miracles, but 
only promulgated his, and gave him Intel- 


3 of - that it was uſeful Wen him to 
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r $E were the Methods 5 which this 


8 Fraud was conducted, every one 
of which is directly oppoſite to all thoſe uſed 
by St. Paul in preaching the Goſpel and yet 
ſuch Methods alone could give Succeſs to a 


Cheat of this kind. I will not mention the 
many Debaucheries, and wicked Enormities 
committed by this falſe Prophet under the 


Maſk of Religion, which is another charac- 
teriſtical Difference between him and St. Paul; 


nor the ambiguous Anſwers, cunning Evaſi- 


ons, and juggling Artifices which he made 


uſe of, in all which it is eaſy to ſee the evi- 


dent Marks of an Impoſture, as well as in the 
Objects he plainly appears to have had in 
View. That which I chiefly inſiſt upon is 
the ſtrong Confederacy with which he took 
cate to ſupport his Pretenſion to miraculous 
Powers, and the apt Diſpoſition in thoſe he 
. impoſed upon to concur and aſſiſt in deceiv- 
ing themſelves; Advantages entirely wanting 


to > the Apoſtle of Cbriſt. 
F 2 From 
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Fr ROM all this I chink it it may be 3 
that no human Means employ'd by St. Pau! 
in his Deſign of converting the Gentiles, were 
or could be adequate to the great Difficulties 
he. had to contend with, or to the Succeſs 
that we know attended his Work ; and we 
can in reaſon aſcribe that Succeſs to no other 
Cauſe, but the Power of God going along 

with and aiding his Miniſtry, becauſe no other 


Was e to the Effect. 
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1 Lama then Ps: that St, Paul had mo ra 
tional Motives to become an Apoſtle of Cbriſt, 
without being himſelf convinced of the Truth 
_of that Goſpel he. preached, and that, had hc 
engaged in fuch an Impoſture without any ra- 
tional Motives, he would have had no. pofibl: 
Means to carry it on with any Succeſs ; having 
alſo brought Reaſons of a very ſtrong Nature, 
to make it appear, that the Succeſs he un- 
doubtedly had in preaching the Goſpel was an 
Effect of the Divine Power attending his Mi- 
niſtry, I might reſt all my Proof of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion being a Divine Revelation upon 
the Arguments drawn from this Head alone 

But to conſider this Subject in all poſſible 
1 8 Lights, 


win 
4 — 
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and Apoflſer 5 of St. Pabr. 
Lights, 1 ſhall purſue. the Propoſition which T 
ſet out with through each of its ſeveral Parts: 
and having proved, as I hope, to the Con- 
viction of any impartial Man, that St. Paul was 
be falſe with an Intent to deceive, I come next 


to conſider whether he was an Enthufiaſt, who - ? 
by the Force of an overheated 1 I 


OLE 200 himſelf. 


tt | 
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No 0 w theſe are che "ie roman of which 


Enthuſiaſm i is generally compoſed; great Heat 


of Temper, Melancholy, Ignorance, Selen. 
and Vanity or Self- conceit. That the firſt of 
theſe Qualities was in St. Paul may b con- 
cluded from that Fervour of Zeal with which 
he acted both as a Jem and Chriſtian, i in main- 

raining that which he thought to be right and 
hence, I ſuppoſe, as well as from the Impoſſi- 


bility of his having been an Impoſtor, ſome 


Unbelievers have choſe to conſider him as an 
. Enthuſiaſt. But this Quality alone will, pot be 
ſufficient to prove him to have been ſo, in the 


Opinion of any reaſonable Man. The ſame _ 
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doubredly v were not „ Entwſaſts, to o che Grarchs, f 
10 C ala to Brutus, to many more among the | 
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1 Cor. ix. 
20, 21, 
g 22. 


co . 


Apion. 


Lu. c. 37˙ 7 a, appears by his is Werse nor Win any | 


the Maſter of it, 48, in 


12 ans | aj; he Corr: ny 
| and wiſeſt of Mea. Nor does it appe ar 


that this Diſpoſition had ſuch a Maſtery over 


the Mind of Sr. Paul, that he was not able at 
all Times to rule and controul it b the Dictates 
of Reaſon. On the contrary he was fo much 
Matters of an indiffe: 
rent Nature, to become all Things to all Mien, 
bending his Notions and Manners to theirs, fo 
far as his Duty to God would permit, with the 
moſt pliant Condeſcenſion ; a Conduct neither 
Coropatible with the Stiffneſs" of a Bigot, nor 
the violent Im pulſes of fanatick Pelufions. 
His Zeal was eager and warm, but tempered 
with Prudence, and even with the Civilities 


and Decorums of Life, as appears by his Be- 


naviour to Avgrippa, Feſtus, and Felix; z Hot 
the blind" inconſideratè, inlecent Zeal of an 
n 1 
Enthafialt. ä 
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A Le us now ſee if an) one of thoſe other 
Oe which I have laid down, as diſpoſing 


* 2 


the Mind to Enthuſiaſm, and as being Cha- 


nicken ol . belong to St. Paul. "Firſt, 


ching told of him i in n the Acts of the e Apoſtles 
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no 
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nor 


| Life; and the unwearied Performance of thoſe: 
Apoſtolical Duties to which he was called. 
The Sufferin gs he met with on that Account 
he chearfully bore, and even rejoiced in them 


and e 97 S2. paul 


nor by any other Evidence, that St. Paul was 

5 inclined to it more than other Men. 
he was full of Remorſe for his former ignorant 
of no gloomy Penances, no extravagant Mor- 


Though 


tion of the Church of Cbriſ, we read 


tifications, ſuch as the Bramins, the Faugues, 


the Monks of La Trape, and other melancholy 
Enkrhuſiaſts inflict on themſelves. His Holi- 


neſs only conſiſted in the Simplicity of a good 


for the Love of Cbriſt Jeſus, but he brought ö 


none on himſelf; we find, on the contrary, 


that he pleaded the Privilege of à Roman Ci- 
tiren to avoid being whip'd. I could mention 


more Inſtances of his having uſed the beſt Me- 
thods that Prudence could ſuggeſt, to eſcape 


3 Danger, and ſhun Perſecution, whenever it 


could be done without betraying the OY of 
his Office, or the Tear ge sek 08 
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in his Condu Acts xvii. 
| among the Athenians. There was at Athens a Law which © Joſe- 


made it Capital to introduce or teach any new Gods in phus cont. 


their State. Therefore when Paul was preaching Fefus and A pion. 


the I. ii. c. 37. 
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Tok esse with he Condu ef Francs of ga) 
uwe by Nen, it will be forind che Reverſe: | tial 
of St. Paul's; Ie wiſbed indeed to die, and be 
+, with:Chrift,” but ſuch a Wiſh is no Proof of tier 
Melancholy, or of Enthuſiaſm ; it only proves Ma 

his Canxiction of the Divine Truths he proneh: | 3 

ed, and of the Happineſs laid up for him in 

tlioſe bleſſed: Abodes which had been ſhewn to 
him even in chis Oy" Upon the whole, hei. 
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the Rifirre#on to che drhenians, ſome = carried 
him before the Court of Areopagus,” (the ordinary . Judges 
of OY Matters, and in a particular M::nner eatraſied 
witk the Care of Religion) as having broken this Law, 
= being 4 Setter forth of firange Gods. Now in this 
2 Mor would have Wente his Doctrine to 


. his li and 5 Enthufinſs would have loſt his Life 
without trying to fave it by innocent Means St. Paul 


did neither the one nor the other; he availed himſelf of 
| an Altar which he had found in the City, inſcribed to the 
annum God; and pleaded that he did not © propoſe to 
them the 3 of any new God, but only explain d to 
them one whom their Government had already received 
Whom Tap. Tgnorantly Worſbip, him ne J wito 
you. By this koayoided the Lay, andi eſe g £0n- 
demned % the Arecpagus, without reg in the leaſt 
from the Truth of the Goſpel, or violating the Honour 
of God. An admirable Proof, in my Opinion, of the 
good Senſe with which he ated, and one that owe there 
3 Vesna me nen abr. ten . 
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cher in his Actions, nor in the Inſtructions he 
gave to. thoſe under his Charge, 18 there any 
Tincture, of Melanch Ay,. Which yet 1 is ſo eſſen - 


tial, 2 Charakteriſtick of Enthuſiaſm, that I 


have ſcarce ever heard of an) Enthuſiaſt, an- 


tient or modern, in whom. ſap. . be 
Marks of it did not . . 


4 4 »+/ ws it 
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"bs to * —.— which is 1 Cond 
of Enthuſiaſm, St. Paul was. ſo far from. its. 
that-he appears to have been Maſter, not of 
the Jewiſh Learning alone, but of the Greek. 
And this is one, Reaſon why he is leſs liable 
to the Imputation of having been an Enthu- 
ſiaſt than the other Apoſtles, though none of 
them were ſuch no more than he, as may by 
N An be wie n Pear EG 


3 HAVE. mention'd. Ser as Worber 
Charakteriſtick and Cauſe of Enthuſiaſm, 
which that it was not in St. Paul the Hiſtory | 
gf his Life undeniably ſhews. For, on the con- 
trary, he ſeems to have been, flow and hard of 
Belief in the extreameſt Degree, having paid 
no. Regard to all the Miracles done by our Sa- 
yiour, the Fame of which he could not be a 
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 Confilleratt ons upon the Converyion 


| Sthatiger to, as he Hvetl in Jeruſalem, nor to 


ao. , chat Tignaf" ore: done after his Refürrection, 
lame Mar at the Rautiful Gate of the Temple; 
nor to the Evidence Swell In bonſeqdence of 
it by Peter,” in Prefence of the High- Prieſt, 
the Rulers, Elders, "and Scribes, that Chri 
Acts v. was raiſed from the Dead. He muſt alſo 
2.527, have known, that When all "the Apoſtles bad 
29-30-31» been Put up in the comment Priſon,” and the 
I HightPrigh, the Council," wid all he Sentre of 


te Children of Irael bad fent their Officers to 


rig fen before them, "rhe Offiters came and 


found rm not in Priſon, but return d and made 
this Report: The Priſin truly found wwe fout 
© with all Safety, and the Keepers ſtanding with- 
© out before the Doors, But when we bad open. d 
* we found no Man within. And that the 


Council was immediately” told, that "the Men 


* had put in ren were eqn, Joy in "the Tom: 


„ 


22 from thence before the Council, Lage 


had ſpoke theſe memorable Words, 2 ought 


to obey God rather than Men. Tbe G od of our 
Fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom ye flew and hanged 
on 4 Tree. Him hath God exalted with Bis:Right 


Hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
Repentance 


nd in his Nante by Pay and obs, upon the 


/e is llſo the Holy Gboſt whom God has ue 
them” 'thaÞ obey bim. AWW this he reſiſted, and _ Vii. 


e hold of Se Pawn 
Ripehtane to Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs" of n 
Aud woe art bis Witneſſes of theſe Things; and 


4 #'% 


was conſenting to the Murder of 
preach'd the ſame Thing, and evidendedir by 
Miracles. So that his Mind; far from being 
diſpoſed to à eredulous Faith, or 4 tes eafy 


Reception of any Miraele work'd in proof -of 


the Chriſtian Religion, appears to have been N 
batred againſt it by the moſt obſtinate Preju- 


dices, as much as afly Man's could poftibly 


be; and from hence we may fairly cone 
that nothing lefs than the irre ſiſtable Evidence 
of bis ' own Senſes, clear from all Poſfibility of 
Doubt, could have overcome his nnn 
4 44 L4 1.4 f en 
Vanity or Self. conceit is another Cireum- 
ſtance that for the moſt part prevails in the 
Character of an Enthuſiaſt. It leads Men of 
a warm Temper, and religious Turn, to 
think themſelves worthy of the ſpecial Re- 
gard, and extraordinary Favours of God; 
and the Breath of that Inſpiration to which 
they pretend is often no more than the Wind 


of this Vanity, which puffs them up to ſuch 


extravagant Imaginations. This ſtrongly ap- 
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1 and modern, in 1 J 


ts, in ſeyeral Proteſtant Sefta- 


ries of che Jſt Age, arri bens pf; the 


cations, ; Illuminations, and Extaſies to to which 


| theychave, pretended, evidently ſprung from 


much. Self-conceit, working together with tl 
Vapours. of Melancholy upon a warm Imagi- 
nation. And this is one Reaſon, belides the 


contagious. Nature of Melancholy, or Fear, 


that makes Enthuſiaſm ſo very catching a. 
mong weak Minds. Such are moſt ſtrongly 


diſpoſed to Vanity; and when they ſee others 


pretend to extraordinary Gifs, are apt to flatter 


themſelyes that they may partake. of them as 
well as thoſe -whoſe Merit they think no 

more than their own. Vanity therefore may 
- juſtly be deem'd a principal Source of Enthu- 


* At that St. Paul, was as free er from it 


. Account of Montanur and his Followers, the 
Writings of the counterfeit Dionyſius the Areopagite, Santa 
Thereſa, St. Catharine of Sienna, Madame Bourignor, the 


Lives of St. Francis of Afife, and Ignatius Loyola; fee 
alſo an Account of the Lives of OT Fox, -_ of Ries | 


Evans, and Whitfel"s * 
* 


„ in . Myſticks bork 


ders ml Saints boch Male and n NR 


„ „ 7. 


and Apoftleſhip. of St. Paur. 77 
25 any Man, I thinle may be gather'd from 
* all that we ſee in his Writings, or know of 
* his Life. Throughout his Epiſtles there is 


„ ñdot one Word that favours of Vanity, nor is 
1 any Action recorded of ure in * 888 


leaſt Mark wh it dee, ea 


N dn hls Epiſtle to the set call 40 rler i 

felf leſs than the leaſt, of all Saints, And to g 

the Corinthians he ſays, be is the leaſt ef the = v. 
Apoſtles, and not meet to be called an Apoſtle, be- 


” | cauſe: be lad perfected. the Churth. of Col. 
5M In his Epiſtle to Timothy he ſays, This is a 
2 faithful Saying and worthy of all Accepta- Tim. i- 
ly * tion, That Chriſt: Feſus came into the World 15, 16. 
„ 0 faveSinners, of whom I am Chief: How: 
Ha beit for this Cauſe I obtain'd Mercy, that 
ay in me firſt Jeſus Chrift might ſhew forth all 
_ * Long-ſuffering, for a Pattern to them which 
0 ſhould hereafter believe in him to Life * - 
h age 10 

"A 
- 7 55 is true indeed. thar | in * Epiſtle 

he tells the Corinthians, 7 hat be was not a whit 
” behind the very chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. xi. 
he 5. But the Occaſion which drew from him 
4 - theſe Words muſt be conſider d. A falſe 


Teacher 


238 Confiderationsupuhthe Gor 
Teac Teacher by Faction and Calumoy, ha b. 

this, A iteſpip m beiin, queſtion amd 
. hans. Againſt ſuch an Attack not 
£ ferred his Apoſtolical Dignity, would 
ook bern a betraying, of the Office and Dur 
committed to him by God. He'was'there- 
fore conſtrained to do. himſelf Juſtice, and 
nod let down that Character, upon the Au- 
*» thority of which the whole Succefs and Eff. 
cacy of his Miniſtry among them depended. 
But he did he do it? Not with that Wan- 
tonneſs which a vain Man indulges, when he 
can get any Opportunity of commending 
himſelf; not with a pompous Detail of all the 
amazing Miracles which he had perform'd in 
different Parts of the World, though he had 
ſo fair an Occaſion of doing it, but with a 
modeſt and ſimple Expoſition of his abundant 
a Labours and: Sufferings in preaching the Goſ- 
pels, and barely reminding them, that the Signs 
by 4 . © of an Apoſtle had been wrought among tber 
in all Patience, in Signs, and Wonders, and 
mighty Deeds.“ Could he ſay leſs than this? 
Is not ſuch Boaſting, Humility itſelf ? And 
yet for this he makes many Apologies, ex 


2 xi; Preſſing the greaſteſt Uneaſineſs in being ob- 


1 I e to thus of himſelf, even in his : 


OWA 


1 


and Af h of . Paur. 3 29 
ht MW own e e When in the ſame Epiſtle OY 
ne and for- the ſame. Purpoſe, he mentions tge 
rot MW Viſion he had of Heaven, how modeſtly does 12 ts 
Id he do it! Not in his own Name, but in the 

ity Third Perſon, I knew: a Man in Chrift,” &c. * xii. 
re- caught up into the Third Heaven. And im- 

nd mediately after he adds, Þu# now I forbeary © A 
u- kſt- any Man ſhould think of me ubove that which 

H- be ſeet h ne 10 be, or that be bearetb F me. 

d. Ho contrary is this to a Spirit of Vanity! 

n- how different from the Practice of enthuſia- 

he ſtick Pretenders to Raptures and Viſions, who 

1g never-think they can dwell long enough upon | 

he thoſe Subjects, but fill whole Volumes with 

in their Accounts of them! Let St. Paul is not 

1d fatisfied with this Forbearance, he adds the oy xi. 
2 Confeſſion of ſome Tnfirmity, which he tells“ 

nt the Corinthians was given to him as an Al- 

ft MW lay, that be migbt not be above Meaſure exalt- 

ns ed through the Abundance of his Revelations. 

„ I would alfo obſerve, that he ſays this Rap- 

16 ture, or Viſion of Paradiſe, happen*d to him 
above fourteen Years before. Now had it 

16 been the Effect of a meer enthuſiaſtical Fancy, 

* can it be ſuppoſed that in ſo long a Period of 

0. Time he would not have had many more 

is Raptures of the ſame Kind ? Would not his 
n lma⸗- 
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and Lives. 
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183 Imagination have been eee carrying 
See their him to Heaven; as we find St. Thereſa; St. 
Bridget and St. Catharine were carried by 
theirs ? ee ee ee ee 
him, would he have remain'd fourteen 
— in * Silence upon ſo great a Mark 
of the Divine Favour? No, we ſhould cer- 
5 have ſeen his Epiſtles filled with no- 
thing elſe but long Accounts of theſe Viſions, 
Conferences with Angels, with Chriſt, with 
God. Almighty, myſtical Unions with God, 


and all that we read in the Works of thoſe 
ſainted Enthuſiaſts, whom I have mentioned 


before. 


But he only mentions this Viſion in 


anſwer to the falſe Teacher who had diſputed 


2 Cor-xii. his Apoſtolical Power, and comprehends it 
23 all in three: Sentences, with many, Excuſes for 


* compelled to make any Mention of it at 


Nor does he take any Merit to himſelf; 


even from the Succeſs of thoſe Apoſtolical 
Labours which he principally boaſts of i in this 
Epiſtle. . For in a former one to the ſame 
Church he writes thus, Who then is Paul, 
* and who is Apollo, but Miniſters by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every 


= - 


© Man? 11 have planted, Apollos watered, but 


by © God: "gave the Increaſe, So then neither is. 


Ch 


o 


_— Hoof . 1. Pb? 6:5 WM 


« he Ki planteth any T. bing, neithet he that 
Fe watereth, but God that giveth the Increaſe. 


And i in another Place of the ſame Epille be 

ſays, c By the Grace of God I am What 1 am, 1 Cor. xv. 
25 and his Grace which was beſtowed” upon me 

c was not in vain, but 1 Taboured more abun- ; 

c dantly than they al: 27 et not 1, but the * Grace, 


£4 God which v Was « with me.” L thy: 


1 8 
2 


f think 3 it needleſs to give more Inſtances of 
the Modeſty of Sty Paul. Certain [ am, not one 


can be given that beats any Colour of Vanity, 


or that Vanity in particular, which ſo ſtrongly 
appeatsi in all Enthuſiaſts, of ſetting their imagi- 


a nary Gifts above thoſe Virtues which make che 
Eſſence of true Religion, and the real Excellency 


of a good Man, or, in the Scripture Phraſe, of a 

Saint. In his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians he 

fas "theſe Words, 1 Though I 1 peak with the 1 Cor. xiii, 
* Tongues of Men and of Angels, and have not 7 5 & 
„Charity, Fam become as founding Braſs, or a 


"0 tinkling Cymbal. And though I have the 


6 Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſte- 


© ries and all Knowledge, and though Thave all 
Faith ſo that I could remove Mountains, and 


© have no Charity, Tam nothing And though 


1 beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and 


hn _ = © though = 
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of 


: Collin 0ns-upon +he Converſion 
3 * chough ] I give my Body to be burned, and he 
not Charity, it profiteth, me nothing,” Is this 
the Language of Enthuſiaſm ? Did ever Enthu- 


| ſiaſt prefer that univerſal Benevolence which com- 
.- prehends all moral Virtues, and which (as ap- 


pears by the following Verſes) i is meant by Cha- 
rity here; did ever Enthuſiaſt I ſay, prefer that 


Benevolence to Faith and. to Miracles, to thoſe 


religious Opinions which he had embraced, and 


to thoſe ſupernatural Graces and Gifts which he 
| imagined he had acquired, Hay. even to the Me- 


rit of Martyrdom ? 181 it not the Genius of En. 


rr 


Merit I F 1 and of al moral enn to ke 


that leaſt which 1 is moſt. particularly enforced by 


St. Paul, a Spirit of C andour, Moderation, and 
Peace ? ?. Certainly neither the Temper, nor the 
Opinions of a Man ſubject to fanatick Deluſions, 


. are to be found in this Paſſage 3 but it may be 
juſtly concluded, that he who could eſteem the 
Value of Charity ſo much above miraculous 


Gifts, could not have pretended to. any ſuch Gifts 


| Seck then it is manifeſt from the foregoing 
mination, that in St. Paul's Diſpoſition and 


Character thoſe . do not occur which 
a 8 „ 


dun eb hip of 81. Px. 83 
ſeem to be neceffary to form an Enthuſiaſt, it - 


his mult be reaſonable to conclude he was none. But 
au- allowing for Argument' 8 Sake, that all thoſe 
m- Qualities were to be found 1 in him, or that the 
ap- Heat of his Temper alone could be a ſafficient 
ha- Foundation to fupport ſuch a Suſpicion ; ; I ſhall 
hat _ endeavour to prove, that he could not have im- 
oſe poſed on himſelf by any Power of Enthuſiaſm, 
nd dtther in regard to the Miracle that cauſed his 
he Converſion, or to the conſequential Effects of it, 
le- or to ſome other Circumſtances which he bears 
en- Daene to in his 3 
the 1 
Jue FIRE Power of fitiaginatiou in enthuſiaſtical 
by Minds is no doubt very ſtrong, but it always 
ind acts in Conformity to the Opinions imprinted 
the upon it at the Time of i its working, and can no 
ns, more act againſt them, than a rapid River can 
be carry a Boat againſt the Current of its own 
the Stream. Now nothing can be more. certain, 
_ than that when Saul ſet out for Damaſcus with 
its an Authority from the Chief Prieſts 10 bring the 
Chriſtians which were there, bound to Jeruſalem, Acts ix. 2: 
an Authority ſollicited by himſelf, and granted 
ing to him at his own earneſt Deſire, his Mind was 
nd ſtrongly poſſeſſed with Opinions againſt Chriſt 
ich and his Followers. To give thoſe Opinions a 
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Conſiderations upon the Converf, on 


more active Force his Paſſions at that Time con- 


curred, being infiamed in the higheſt Degree by 


the irritating Conſciouſneſs of his paſt Conduct 
towards them, the Pride of ſupporting a Part he 


had voluntarily engaged in, and the Credit he 


found it procured him among the Chief Prieſts 


and Rulers, whoſe Commiſſion he bore. 


Ix in ſuch a State and Temper of Mind, an 
enthuſiaſtical Man had imagined he faw a Viſion 
from Heaven denouncing the Anger of God a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, and commanding him to 


perſecute them without any Mercy, it might be 4 


accounted for by the natural Power of Enthu- 


ſiaſm. But that in the very Inſtant of his being 
engaged in the fierceſt and hotteſt Perſecution 


againſt them, no Circumſtance having happen'd 


to change his Opinions, or alter the Bent of his 
Diſpoſition, he ſhould at once imagine himſelf 
called by a heavenly Viſion to be the Apoſtle of 
Chrift, whom but a Moment before he deem'd 
an Impoſtor and a Blaſphemer, that had been 
juſtly put to Death on the Croſs, is in itſelf 
wholly incredible, and ſo far from being a pro- 
bable Effect of Enthuſiaſm, that juſt a contrary 
Effect muſt have been naturally produced by that 
Cauſe. The Warmth of his Temper carried 


him 


and Apoſtleſhip if St. PA 51. 
him violently another Way, and whatever De- 
luſions his Imagination could raiſe to impoſe on 
his Reaſon, muſt have been raiſed at that Time 
agreeably to the Notions imprinted upon it, and 
by which it was heated to a Degree of Enthu- 
fiaſm, not in direct Contradition to all thoſe 
Notions, while 5 nagel in cheir f full Force. 


1 HIS 1s ſo clear a Brobadiioh) that 1 might 
reſt the whole Argument entirely upon i it: But 


ſtill farther to ſhew that this Viſion could not be 


a Phantom of Sr. Paul's own creating, I beg 


Leave to obſerve, that he was not alone when 


he ſaw it ; there were many others in Company, 
whoſe Minds were no better diſpoſed than his to 


the Chriſtian Faith. Could it be poſſible, that 


the Imaginations of all theſe Men ſhould at the 


fame Time be fo ſtrangely affected, as to make 
them believe that they ſaw a great Light ſhining | 
about them, above the Brightneſs of the Sun at 


8; 


Noon-day, and heard the Sound of à Voice from Acts ix. z. 
Heaven, though not the Words which it ſpake, 9. 


when in Reality they neither ſaw, nor heard any 
ſuch Thing? Could they be fo infatuated with 


this Conceit of their Fancy, as to fall down Afsxxvi. 


from their Horſes together with Saul, and be 


ſpeechleſs through Fear, when nothing had hap- 
G 3 pened 


| 


14. ix 7. 


% Conieationo apo the di, 


pened ext Dal either to them or to him? 1 
Eſpecially: onfidering that this Apparition did WU | 
| not; happen in the Night, when the Senfe 0 
are more eaſily impoſed upon, but at Mid-day. MW Þ 
If a ſudden Frenzy had ſized upon. Saul, from 1 
amy Piſtemper of Body or Mind, can we ſup- t 
poſe his whole, Company, Men of different d 
Conſtitutions and Underſtandings, to have been h 
at once affected in the ſame.mapner with him, MW Þ 
fo char not the Diſtemper alone, but the Effects Wt 
of it ſhould exactly agree? If all had gone mad i 
together, would not the Fr renzy of ſome have t 
taken a different Turn, and oevfecced to them 1 
different Objects? Tbis Suppoſition is ſo con- . 
trary to Nature and all Poſſibility, that Un- bs 


; belief muſt. find ſome other rden, or Sie 3 
up the Point. 22 | x 85 


P 

1 

ny SHALL EG thaw. in order to try to fe 
account for this Viſion without a Miracle, that b 
4 

P 

B 


as Saul and his Company were journeying a- 
long in their Way to Damaſeus, an extraor- 
dinary Meteor did really happen ,which caſt 


; a great Light, as ſome Meteors will do, a KM . 4 
which they being affrighted fell to the Ground V 
in the Manner related. This might be poſſi- 5 
ble, and F car grounded on Ignorance of ſuch * 


* 


and e of St. Pavr? | 
Phenomena, might make them imagine it to 
be 4 Viſion from God. Nay even the Voice 
or Sound they heard in the Air, might 
* an Exploſion attending this Meteor, or at 
leaſt there are thoſe who would rather recurr 
to ſuch a Suppoſition as this, however incre- 
dible, than acknowledge the Miracle. But 
how will this account for the diſtin Words 
heard by St. Paul, to which he made Anfwer ? 
How will it account for what follow'd upon 
it when he came to Damaſcus, agreeably to 
the Senſe of thoſe Words which he heard? 
How came Ananias to go to him there, and 
ſay, © He was chofen by God to know his Als a 
© Will, and fee that juſt One, and hear the 14. _ 
© Voice of his Mouth ? Or why did he pro- 8 
poſe to him 70 be Baptized ? What Connection 
5 was there between the Meteor which $27 had 
to ſeen, and theſe Words of Ananies ?' Will it 


at be faid that Ananias was ſkilful enough to take 

a- : Advantage of the Fright he was in at that Ap- 

r- pearance, in order to make him a Chriſtian ? 

ſt But could Ananias inſpire him with the Viſion 

at in which he ſaw him before he came? If that Adds ix, 
d BU Viſion was the Effect of Imagination, how was 
iti: verified ſo exactly in Fact? But allowing that 

h he dreamt by Chance of Ananias' $ Coming, 


- e G 4 and 


Confer Arabien upon the Converſion 


and that Ananias came by Chance too, or, if Ge 

. you; pleaſe, 1 that having heard. of his Dream, he Ge 

ca ne to take Advantage. of that, as; well as of I 

the Meteor which Saul had ſen, | will this get Wi 

over the Difficulty ? No, there was more to be thu 

done. Faul was ſtruck blind, and had been ſo obe 

for three. Days. Now had this Blindneſs been ſel 

natural from the Effects of a Meteor or Light. a 

ning upon him, it would not have been poſſible of 

for Ananias to, heal it, as we find that he did, 55 
 meerly by putting his Hands on him and ſpeak- In 

ing a few Words. This undoubtedly ſurpaſs'd im 

the Power of | Nature. ; and if this was a Mi- ra 

racle, It proves the other to have been a Miracle de 

Ade i too, and 2 Miracle done by the ſame Jeſus of 
Jy, Fa Chrift.. F. or Aucnias when he healed Sau "= 
ſpoke to him thus, Brother Saul, the Lord, even - 
Jules that, appeared, unto thee in the Way as th 

* thou cant, has ſent me, that thou mig breſt 0 

Ads ix, © receive thy Sight and be filled with the Holy = 
* * Ghoſt.'.. And that he ſaw Chriſt both now pe 
and after this, Time, appears not only by what W 

he relates As xxii. 17,; 18. but by other til 

: Paſſages in his E piſtles. 1 Cor. ix. 1, 13, 8. ſh 
From bin (as he aſſerts in many Places of his i 
Epiſtles) * he learn'd the Goſpel by immediate he 
Reyelation, and by him he was ſent to the a 


Di Gentiles. 


4 4 232 


2 2 1 


„ 


and Apoſtleſpip. of St. PavL. 


| Gentiles. A#s xxii, xxi, xxiii, xi. Among thoſe 
Gentiles from Jeruſalem, and round about 10 
| Nllyricum, he preached. the Goſpel of Chriſt, os xy. 


with mighty Signs and Wonders wrought by 
the Power of the Spirit of God, to make them 
obedient to bis Preaching, as he teſtifies him- 
ſelf in his Epiſtle to the Romans, and of which 
2 particular Account is given to us in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles; Signs and Wonders indeed, 
above any Power of Nature to work, or of 


Impoſture to counterfeit; or of Enthuſiaſm to 


jmagine. Now does not ſuch a Series of mi- 
raculous Acts, all conſequential to and depen- 
dent upon the firſt Revelation, put the Truth 
of that Revelation beyond all Poſſibility of 
Doubt or Deceit? And if he could ſo have im- 
poſed on himſelf as to think that he work'd 
them when he did not, (which Suppoſition 


cannot be admitted, if he was not all that Time 


quite out of his Senſes) how could ſo diſtem- 
per'd an Entbuſiaſt make ſuch a Progreſs, as 
we know that he did, in converting the Gen- 
tile World ? If the Difficulties which have been 
ſhewn to have obſtructed that Work were ſuch 
as the ableſt Impoſtor could not overcome, 
how much more inſurmountable were they to 
a Madman? 

Ir 


"> 
; IE 


bunu, en a deute, 


iT is a RP inde Tale for bbc 
wto account for the Succeſs of St. Paul, 1 


© preaching the Goſpel, upon che Suppofſtion « 


Acts xiii, 


his having been an Enthuſiaſt, than of His thav- 
ing been an Impoſtor. Neither of theſe Sup- 
poſitions can ever. account for it; but the Im- 
pollibility is more glaringly ſtrong in this Caſe 
than the other. I could enter into à particular 
Examination of all the Miracles recorded in 
the Acts to have been done by St. Paul, and 


ſhew that they were not of 4 Nature in Which 


Enthuſiaſm either in him, or the Perſons he 
work d them upon, or the Spectators, could 


have any Part. I will mention only a few. 


When he told Elymas the Sorcerer, at Papbos, 
before the Roman Deputy, that e Hand of 


God was upon bim, and be fhould be blind, not 


ſeeing the Sun for a Seaſon; and immediately there 
fell an bim a Miſt. and @ Darkneſs, and he went 
about ſeeking ſome to lead him by the Hand, had 


Enthuſiaſm in the Doer or Sufferer any Share 


in this Act? If Paul, as an Enthuſiaſt, had 
thrown out this Menace, and the Effect had 


not followed, inſtead of converting the De- 


puty, as we are told, that he did, he would 
have drawn on himſelf his Rage and Contempt. 
| But 


" 


and  Apofileſhip ef St. Paul. 97 
WE But che Effect upon Eqmas could not be cauſed 
n by Enthuſiaſm in Paul, much leſs can it be 
in imputed to an Enthuſiaſtick Belief in that Per- 
we ſon himfelf, | of his being ſtruck blind, when 
** he was not, by theſe Words of a Man whoſe 
P- Preach ing he ſtrenuouſliy and bitterly oppoſed. 
wad Nor can we aſcribe the Converſion of Sergius, 
4 Which happen'd upon it, to any Enthuſiaſm. 
r A Romer Proconſul was not very likely to be 
” an Enthuſiaſt ; but had be been one, he muſt 
1d have been bigotted to his own Gods, and fo 
ch much the leſs inclined to believe any miraculous 
he Power in St. Paul. When at Troas a young Man pe ii. 
id named Eutychus fell down. from a high Window, © 
V. while Paul was preaching, and was taken np 
oy dead, could any Enthuſiaſm either in Paul, or 
of the Congregation there preſent, make them 
„ i believe; that by that Apoſtle's falling upon him 
e and embracing bim, he was reſtored. to Life ? 
4 Or could he who was ſo reſtored contribute 
d any thing to it himſelf, by any Power of his 
2 | own Imagination ? When in the Iſle of Melita, Ads ch. 
d where St. Paul was Shipwreckt, there came a xvii. 
0 Viper and faſten'd an bis Hand, which he ſhook 
£ off, and felt no Harm, was that an Effect of 
1 Enthuſiaſm? An Enthuſiaſt might perhaps 
. have 


£ 


— CO 


1 Cor. 12. 


ts: 


1 


Confuderations upon the Converfion 


have been mad enough to. hope for Safety 'Y 
gainſt the Bite of a Viper without any Remedy 


being applied to it, but would that Hope have 
prevented his Death? Or were the barbarous 


Iſlanders, to whom this Apoſtle was an abſo- 
hate Stranger, | prepared by | Enthuſiaſm to ex- | 
pect and believe that any Miracle would be 


work'd to preſerve. him? On the contrary, 


when they ſaw the Viper hang on his Hand, 
they ſaid among themſelves, No doubt this 
Man is a Murderer, whom, though he hath 
eſcaped the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffereth not 


© to live.“ I will add no more Inſtances : Theſe 
are ſufficient to ſhew that the Miracles told of 


St. Paul, can no more be aſcribed to Enthu- . 


hain than to Impoſture. | 


Bur moreover, ce Power of working Mi- 
racles was not confined to St. Paul, it was alſo 
communicated to the Churches he planted in 
different Parts of the World. In many Parts of 
his firſt Epiſtle he tells the Corinthians, that 


they had among them many miraculous Graces 


- and Gifts, and gives them Directions for the 


more orderly Uſe of them in their Aſſemblies. 


Now I aſk, whether all that he ſaid upon 


that 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pau. 
that Head is to be aſcribed to Enthuſiaſm ? If 
the Corinthians knew that they had among them 
no ſuch miraculous Powers, they muſt have 


regarded the Author of that Epiſtle as a Man 


out of his Senſes, inſtead of revering him as an 
Apoſtle of God. 


Ie,” for inſtance, a Quaker ſhould in a Meet- | 
ing of his own Sect, tell all the Perſons aſſem- 
bled there, that 20 ſome among them was given 


the Gift of Healing by. the Spirit of God, to 
ethers the working of other Mi racles, to others 


diverſe kinds of Tongues, they would undoubt- 
edly account him a Madman, becauſe they 


pretend to no ſuch Gifts. If indeed they were 


only told by him that they were inſpired by the 
Spirit of God in a certain ineffable Manner, 
which they alone could underſtand, but which 


did not diſcover itſelf by any outward, - diſtin&t 


Operations, or Signs, they might miſtake the 
Impulſe of Enthuſiaſm for the Inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; but they could not believe, 
againſt the Convictiou of their own Minds, that 


they ſpoke Tongues they did not ſpeak, or 


heal'd Diſtempers they did not heal, or work'd 


other Miracles, when they work'd none. If 


it 


93 


Confiderations upon the Conurifion 


it be ſaid the Corinrbians might pretend to theſe 
Powers, tho' the Quakers do not, Taſk,  whe- 
ther in that Pretenſion they were Impoſtors, 
or only Enthuſiaſts? If they were Impoftots, 
and St. Paul was alſs ſuch, how ridieulous was 
it for him to adviſe them in an Epiſtle writ 


Iny to them, and for their own Uſe, not to va- 


lue themſelves too highly upon thoſe Gifts; to 
pray for one rather than another, and prefer 
Charity to them all! Do Aſſociates in Fraud 


talk ſuch a Language to one another? But if 
we ſuppoſe their Pretenſion to all thoſe Gifts 
was an Effect of Enthuſiaſm, let us conſider 


how it was poſſible that he and they could. be 
ſo cheated by that Enthuſiaſm, as to imagine 


_ had ſuch Powers when: . had not. 


We that Enchuſiaſm 1 mile a Man 


think that he was able by a Word or a Touch 
to give Sight to the Blind, Motion to the 
Lame, or Life to the Dead: Would that 
Conceit of his make the Blind ſee, the Lame 
walk, or the Dead revive? And if it did not, 
how could he perſiſt in ſuch an Opinion, or 


upon his perſiſting eſcape being ſhut up for a 


Madman? But ſuch a Madneſs could not in- 
fect ſo many at once, as St. Paul ſuppoſes at 
Corinth 


and belli of St. PAUL...” 9s 

Corinth to have been endowed with the Gift 

he- W of Healing, or any other | miraculous Powers. 

Is, One of the Miracles which they pretended to 

5, was the ſpeaking of Languages they never 

vas i had learn'd. And St. Paul ſays, he poſſeſs'd 

fit Wl chis Gift more than them all. If this had been or. ain. 

Va- 23 Deluſion of F: ancy, it they had ſpoke enly 
o Gibberiſh, or unmeanipg Sounds, it would 

fer ſoon have appear'd when they came to make 

ud uſe of it where it was neceſſary, vix. in con- 

if verting of thoſe who underſtood not any Lan- 

ts e e naturally ſpoke. St. Paul particu- 

er who travel'd ſo far upon that Deſign, 

be yes had ſuch Occaſion to uſe it, muſt ſoon 

Ne have diſcoyer'd that this imaginary Gift: of the 
Spirit was no Gift at all, but a ridiculous In- 
ſtance of Frenzy, which had poſſeſs*d both him 
and them. But if thoſe he ſpoke to in diverſe 

| Tongues, underſtood what he ſaid, and were 
converted to Chrift by that Means, how could 

it be a Deluſion ? Of all the Miracles' recorded 

in Scripture, none are more clear from any 
poſſible Imputation of being the. Effect of an 
Enthuſiaſtick Imagination than this. For how 
could any Man think that he had it, who had 
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: it not; or if he did think fo, not be undeceiv- 1 
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© ng Lame to put his Gift to the 
Accordingly I do not find ſuch a Power to bare 
been e ever 1 to 8 any Enchuſiaft an- 
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T e thin St. Poul and the Church of a+ 
were not deceived in aſcribing to themſelves 


this miraculous Power, but really had it, there 
is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to think, that neither 
were they deceived in the other Powers to 
which they pretended, as the ſame Spirit which 
gave them that equally, could, and probably 
would; give them the others, to ſerve the ſame 
holy Ends for which that was given.” And 


by Conſequence St. Paul was no Enthuſiaſt in f 


hat he wrote upon that Head to the Corin- 


thians, nor in other ſimilar Inſtances where he 
aſcribes to himſelf, or to the Churches. he found. 


ed, any ſupernatural Graces and Gifts. Indeed 
they who would impute to Imagination Effects 
ſuch as thoſe which St. Paul imputes to the 
Power of God attending his Miſſion, muſt 


aſcribe to Imagination the ſame a een 


which * alenbes to n 


4 ＋ 1 


4 4 | v3 
S "+= # . E * * 5 . 4 <4 . o 
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e FO 1 Aer myſelf, ſatisfacto- 


r ſhewn that St. Paul could not be an En- 
; thuſiaſt, 


4a vw 


« gn Aly . ran 


enquire whether he was decei ved by the Fraud 


of others; and whether all that ke fald of Kim“ 


ſelf can be impared to the Power of that De: 


eit? But I need thy little to Nicw this Abſur- 


city of this Suppoſition. It was morally im- 


poſſible for the Diſciples of Cbriſ to eoneecrve 
ſuch a Thought as that of turnirig his Perſe: | 


cutor-into his Apoſtle, and ts do this by a 
Fraud; in the very Inſtant of his greateſt Fury 


againſt them and their Lord. Bur could they 
have been ſo extravagant as to conceive ſuch a 


Thoughr, it was phyfically impoſſible for them 


to execute it in che manner we find his Con- 


| verſion to have beeiveffetted. Could they pro- 
duce a Light in che Air which at Mid-day Wa 
brighter than that of the Sun? Could they 
make Saul hear Words from out of that Light aa; if 
wich were not heafd by the reſt of the Com- 9. 
pay? Could they make him blind for three 
Days after that Vifion, and then make Seales 


fall off from his Eyes, and reſtore him to his 


Sight by a Word Beyond diſpute no Fraud 


could do theſe Things; but much leſs ſtill could 


theFraud of others produce thoſe Mitaeles fab: 


ſequent to his Converſion, in which he was not 
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9 who! by the Force of an overheated. 
1riohjihativs impoſed on himſelf, I am net to 


5 i — 


fy * * 
4 het 8 
1 1 * 9 
8 1 —— F . mw 
POS OA) 1 — 1 wh 
5 7 1 $ "x Rena x * oy * * F ” 2 4 7 A . l — x: 
$ - 1 
SH” NRA «ed; , 
p STREET 


— 55 3 v gh + 


— 


TR 
Ds 4 
_— 
RJ | Ws A 
2 8 1 
92 5 5 5 
= ”— 
Ly 7 
'Þ \ 
1 
8 2 
Fl. 1 
FS 
=. 
* 
” 1 
* 
. N 
1 
i 7 
* 1 
> 
= 
= 
7G 
3 
1 
5 
21 
#4 
3 LJ 
:I 5 
A 
>, l 
"7." "2 
£4 
1 
= 
.— _ 
; * 23 2 
3 * * 
1 
34 . . 
4 - Xs 
be = 
5 11 vs 
8 
3 
r 
* 1 7; 
. — * 
'4 r. 
TFH A 
£5. 399 
CRT 
ba 3 il 
3 
8 e 
4 2-5 os by 
2 x; — + "RX 
s „ 
K 
» FS N 
by __ 
”, o 17 
3 
ae 
. 1 7 
1 N x x *. 
4 1 * 
* E 3.24 
£ 7 +3 
"ST 
4 * 
* 18 
- - * A 
1 ae 
: 1 
2 
$3] 
: "Tit 
; =. 
ö + {FW 
5 ; = 
Ti / 
N F y 
4 % * 
4 > 
4 1 
4 1 * 
- „ 
wc 2 
#F. 54 Ys 
WT. \ 
* * 
5 
if 
E 8 
1 * 
58 
8 4 
1 
x 
E . 
* _— j 
4 
. 1. 
22 1 
2 - [XY 
" . bs 
* XX 
* x3 [xi ! 
3 N 
e 
4 
45 I 
: * S&H 
; „ 
1 
1 
Lf 
o 
o 
} 


+» £4 pe > = * 1 * —_ 
his ; 1 4 * * „% 7 2 5 1 N 
* * : 
— Y - * 3 5 8 1 = 8 og 2 o* r * 
r FFF 1 — 2 Py we. 2 r . r — a 
7 3 ö — at. nth, n + cf WE W 4 ** 4 p 
2 8 ; ns dd © = a > mg „ IE. 


Fo. 
* 


» . 


ane wit Quake 
paſlive, but active, which he did himſelf, and gar 
appeals to in his Epiſtles as Proofs of his Di. any 
vine Miſſion. I ſhall then take it for granted 
that he was not deceived by the Fraud of aſſi 
others, and that what he ſaid of himſelf. cannot hex 
be imputed to the Power of that Deceit, no $7 
more than to wilful Impoſture, or to Enthu- 
ſiaſm; and then it follows; that what he related 7 
to have been the Cauſe of his Converſion, and 
to have happen d in Conſequence of it, did all 
really happen, and therefore the. Ape dr Reif. 
WES a 5 nds 8 
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a ae this Concluſion. is fairly and onde 
niably dren from the Premiſſes, I think muſt 
be own'd, unleſs ſome probable Cauſe can be 
aſſign'd-to/account for thoſe Facts ſo authenti- 
cally related in the Acts of the Apoſtles; and at- 
teſted in his Epiſtles by St. Paul himfelf, other 
than any of thoſe which I have conſider'd ; and 

this I am confident cannot be done. It muſt 


be thereforeaccounted for by the Power of God. 
That God ſhould work Miracles for the Eſta- ; 
bliſnment of a moſt Holy Religion, which 5 

from, the inſuperable Difficulties that ſtood in s 
the way of it, could not have eſtabliſh'd itſelf - 
e ſuch an Afliſtance, is no way repug- | | 


nant 


N © 


fant to human Reaſon : But that without 


pen'd as no adequate natural Cauſes can be 
aſſign' d for, is what human R ae cannot be- 
* i „ 5 


y 


T 0 WS them to Magick, or the Power 


| of Dæmons, (which was the Reſource of the 
Heathens and Fews againſt the Notoriety of the | 
Miracles perform*d by Chrift and his Diſciptes) 
is by no Means agreeable to the Notions of 
thoſe; who in this Age diſbelieve Chriſtianity. 


It will therefore be needleſs to ſhew the Weak- 


neſs of that Suppoſition : But that Suppoſition 
"itſelf is no inconſiderable Argument of the 
Truth of the Facts. Next to the Apoſtles and 
| Evangelifts, the ſtrongeſt Witneſſes of the un- 
deniable Force of that Truth are Celſus and Ju- 


lian, and other ancient Opponents of the Chri- 


ſttian Religion, who were obliged to ſolve what 
they could not contradict, by fuch an irrational 


and abſurd wann, 


| „ E Diſpute was not then between F aith 


arid Reaſon, but between Religion and Super- | 
ſtition. Superſtition aſcribed to cabaliſtical 


* or magical Secrets, ſuch Operations | 
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Cofleritions 1 the Artis 
as carried along: with them evident Marks of 
the Divine Power: Religion aſeribed them to 
God, and Reaſon declared itſelf on that Side 
of the Queſtion: © Upon what Grounds then 
can we now overturn that Deciſion ? Upon 
what Grounds can we reject the unqueſtiona- 
ble Teſtimony given by St. Paul, that he was 
called by God to be à Difciple and Apoſtle 
of Chrift? It has been ſhewn that we cannot 
impute it either to Enthuſiaſm or Fraud; 
how ſhall we then reſiſt the Conviction of 
ſuch a Proof? Does the Doctrine he preach'd 
contain any Precepts againſt the Law of Mo- 
rality, that natural Law written by God in the 
Hearts of Mankind ? If it did, I confeſs that 
none of the Arguments I have made uſe of 
could prove fach a Doctrine to eome from Bim. 
But this is ſo far from being the Caſe, that 
even thoſe who reject Chriſtianity as a Divine 
Revelation, acknowledge the Morals deliver'd: 
by Chrift and by his Apoſtles to be worthy 
of God. Is it then on account of the Myſte- 
ries. in the Goſpel that the Facts are denied, 
though ſupported by: Evidence which in all 
öther Caſes would be allow'd to contain the 
| cleareſt Conviction, and cannot in this be re- 
jecded without reducing the Mind to a State of 
2 


and a +; Babi; 


 Sſolote Scepticiſm, and overtutning thoſe 
Rules by which we judge of all Evidence, and 


of the Truth, of Credibility of all other Facts: 


But this is plainly to give up the Uſe of our 
Underſtanding where we are able to uſe it moſt 


properly, in order to apply it to Things of 
which it is not a competent Judge. The Mo- 


tives and Reaſons upon which Divine Wiſ- 


dom may think proper to act, as well as the 


Manner in which it acts, muſt often lie out of 


cke Reach of our Underſtanding ; - but the Mo- 
tives and Reaſons of human Actions, and the 


Manner in which they are perform'd, are alt 
in the Sphere of human Knowledge, and upon 
them we may judge, wich 'a well- grounded 


Confidence, when my are Hirly Dai to 


our N ten hu 
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| Revelation from God concerning the Ways of 
his Providence, ſhould contain in it Matters 


above the Capacity of our Minds to compre- 
hend, than that St. Paul, or indeed' any of 
the other Apoſtles, ſhould have acted, as we 


i Know that they did, upon any other Founda- 


tions than certain Knowledge of Chrj's being 


| JOU from the Dead; or ſhould have ſucceeded 
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f culties, for which human Reaſon can but ill ac - | 
count ; which may therefore be not im properly 


ſtiled Articles of Faith. Such is the Origin of . 
Evil under the Government of anall-good and 


See his 
Letter to 


Mr. Moly- Thought on the Subject, Mr. Locke fairly con- 
369 v. 3 {eſſes he could notdo, though he acknowledged 
both; | 


| a ” e | N ” 
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in the Work they undertook, without the Aid. 
of miraculous Powers. To the former of theſe 
Propoſitions I may give my Aſſent without any 
direct Oppoſition of Reaſon to Faith; but in 


admitting the latter I muſt believe againſt all 
thoſe Probabilities chat arg dead remade 
of Aﬀent: 


Non do Ha WR reject the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion becauſe of the Difficulties which occur in 


its Myſteries, . conſider how far that Objection 
will go againſt other Syſtems both of Religion 


and of Philoſaphy, which they themſelves pro- 


feſs to admit. There are in Deiſmitſelf, the moſt 


ſimple of all religiaus Opinions, ſeveral Diffi- 


all- powerful God.; a Queſtion ſo hard, that 
the Inability of ſolving it in a ſatisfactory Man- 
ner to their Apprehenſions, has driven ſome of 
the greateſt Philoſophers into the monſtrous and 
ſenſeleſs Opinions of Manicheiſin and Atheiſm. 
Such is the reconciling the Preſcience of God 


with the Free- will of Man, which after much 


1 8 5: d , * 4 5 
- 2 1 a 2 : - : 1 


. S 208 8 FE. g 28 8 S8 8 838 5˙¹& 


the Idea of Creation implying a Time when the 
Subſtance created did not exiſt. But if to get rid 


an Ap of 85. 


A ee Mr. Locte could Web in 


| Abel upon Subjects of a 3 
Nature, 1 D if any, 


OT need ip 
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Soen is alfthe Grain of the Wort 


7 ———— Sue rd, 
according to meer Philoſophical ers- 


| of ſuch: a Creation, let it be ſet back ever ſo far, 


or to conceive an Eternal Production, Which 
Words, ſo applied, are inconſiſtent and con- 


given by a Compariſon to the Emanation of 
Light from the Sun not being adequate to it, 


or juſt; for Light is a Quality inherent in Fire, 


| and naturally emaning from it; whereas Matter 
is not a Quality inherent in or emaning from the 


Divine Eſſence, but of a different Subſtance and 


Nature, and if not independent and ſelf-exiſting, 
muſt have been created by a meer Ack of the 


Divine Will; and, if created, then not eternal, 


of this Difficulty, we have recourſe, as many 
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DO — then we. muſt ti 
admit Two Solf-exifting - «Principles, which s f fon 

quite inconſiſtent with genuine Theiſm or Na- bn 

tural Reaſon... Nay, could that be admitted, + 

it would;not. pet claar up the Doubt; unkes oth 
we ſuppoſe not only the Eternal Exiſts na 
pl Matter, independent of God, but that K his 
| from. Eternity in the Order and Beauty we fee are 

it in now. without any Agency of the Divine cle 

Payer z otherwiſe the faine Difficulty will al. 0 

ways occun why it was not before put intg e 

that Order and State of Perfection; or how the Hes 
Goadngſs. of God could fo long remain in a for 
State of Inaction, wunexerted and wiempley'd. be 


For were the Time of ſuch an Exertiop of it put do 

bach ever ſa far, if, inſtead of five or fix 

a Thouſand Years, we were to ſuppoſe Millions 
Millions of Ages to have paß d fince the 
"World. was reduced out of a Chaos, to an 
harmonious andi regulam Form, fl Whole Ert 

ai nmiſt have precededt chat Date, during 
which the n Attributes did _—_ exert 


ſe: 8 70 4 3 1. A 


"> By the Ward 1 7 1 not mean this Fant None, but 
the Whole material Univerſe, with all its Inhabitants, Even 


cated Spirits fal under the ſame Reaſoning ; for they muſt 
Ao e had a 5 eginning, and Na Tha Beginning an 
Eternity muſt have | deg. 
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other that may octur in the Syſtem of Deiſm, 


his infinite V/3/dem, Goodneſs, and Power, which. 


lea q on fuvagel (Oujeoiſtina, Pol and camo 
„ 17 exit, oven in een Aid. 


* that can be taken, is to con: in che 

beſt Manner that our -weak Reaſon is able to 

do, for ſuch ſeeming Objections; and where 

that fails, to acknowledge its Weakneſs, and 

| acquieſce- under the Certainty; that our very 

imperfect Knowledge or Judgment cannot de 
the Meaſure of the Divine Wiſdom, or the 


o 


untverſal- Standard of Truth. So likewiſe it 
is with refpect to the Chriſizy Religion. Some 


Difficulties occur in that Revelation which hu- 


man Reaſon can hardly clear; büt as the 


Truth of it ſtands upon Evidence ſo ſtrong 
and convincing, that it cannot be denied 
without much greater Difficulties than thoſe 
that 


chemſclues in rer beagficent Work, ſo Iuitatue 

tu them that the Conjectures of human Rea 
Zur becauſe of theſe Dilicileies;.6þiany tn 

— of God, or 
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chat concerns our Duty is clear; and as to other 


— IO Corn 
chat attend the Belief of it, as I bn le 
e — not ned 


4 may be to our Pride. That into 
would have all Things made plain to us, but 
God has thought proper to proportion eur 
Knowledge to our ¶ ante, not our Pride. All 


Points either. of natural or revealed Religion, 


any reaſonable Cauſe of Complaint ? Not to 


rejoice in the Benefit of what he has graciouſly 
allowed us to know, from a preſumptuous Dif- 


guſt at our Incapacity of knowing more, is 
25 abſurd as it would be Ws Rn be. 
cauſe we. cannot - 


* — = 2 — of ee 
fical Reaſonings, aiming at Matters above our 


Knowledge, aroſe all the ſpeculative Impiety, 


and many of the worſt Superſtitions of the 
old Heathen World, before the Goſpel was 
preach* d to bring Men back again to the pri- 


mitive Faith; and from the ſame Source have 
ſince flowed — of the greateſt Corruptions 
of. the * Truth, and the moſt in- 


veterate 


gi 


ebe of 8. Paw. 


veterate Prejudices againſt it: An Effect juſt 


a natural as for our Eyes to grow weak, and 
even blind, by being ftrain'd to look at Ob- 


gr too e or nat made for them to _ 


155 RE- Run our intellectual Faculties of n no 


Pſe in Religion? Yes undoubtedly, of the moſt 


peceſſary. Uſe, when rightly employed. The 


proper Employment of them is to diſtinguiſh 


its genuine Doctrines from oxhers erroneouſly 


or corruptly aſcribed to it; to conſider the 
Importance and Purport of them, with the 
Connection they bear to one another; but. firſt 
of all to examine with the ſtricteſt Atten- 
tion the Evidence by which Religion is proved, 

internal as well as external. If the external 


7 Evidence be convincingly ſtrong, and there 
is no internal Proof of its Falſhood, but 


much to ſupport and confirm its Truth, then 


ſurely no Difficulties ought to prevent our 


giving a full Aſſent and Belief to it. It is 


our Duty indeed to endeavour ts find the 
| beſt Solutions we can to them; but where 


no ſatisfactory ones are to be found, it is no 


leſs our Duty to acquieſce with Humi- 
iy, and believe that to be right which we 


know 


„Non ler it be — * 4 ans ile be an 
Argument for the admitting all Doctrines, 
however abſurd, that may have been graft- 
ed upon ehe Chriſtian Faith: Tböſe which 
on plainly be proved: wor to. dalbig ro it, 
fall not under the Reaſoning Thave laid don: 
(and certainly none do belong to it Which 
contradict either our- Hour, int, Know- 
zeuge, or the evident Prineiples and Diffates of 
Raaſon.) I ſpeak only of Difficulties which attend 
the Belief of che Goſpel in ſome” of its pure 
and eſſential Doctrines, plainly and evidently 
delivered there, which being made known to 
us by a Revelation ſupported by Proofs that 
our Reaſon ought: 760 admit,” and not being 
ſuch Things as it can certainly know t be 
falſe, muſt be received by it as Ohiacts of Faith, 
thoꝰ they are ſuch. as it could not have diſco- 
vered by any natural Means, and ſuch as are 
difficult to be conceived, or ſatisfactorily ex- 
plain d by its limited Powers. If be plorious 
Light ef the Goſpel be fometimes overcaſt with | 
Clouds of Doubt, ſo is the Light of our Rea. 
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[a too. Bur hall we. deprive 3 
the Advantages of eitber, betauſe thoſe Claude 


eantiot: perhaps be entirely removed while: we 


main in this mortal Life Shalb we obſti s- 


nately and frowardly \ flat our Eyes àgainſt 
bat Dapaſpring from on high that bas vijſtid un, 
becauſe we are not as xet able ta bear the full 


Blaze of his Beams? Indeed, not even in 


Heaven itſelf, not in the higheſt State of Per- 
fection to which a Finite Being can ever at- 


tain, will all the Counſels of Providence, all - 
the Height and the Depth of the infinite Wiſ-⸗ 
dom of God, be ever diſcloſed or underſtood. 
Faith. even then will be neceſſary, and there 
will be Myſteries which cannot be penetrated. 


by the moſt exalted Archangel, and Truths 


which cannot be known by: him otherwiſe than 


from Revelation, or believed upon any other 


Ground of Aſſent, than a fubmiſſeve” Conſi- 
dence in the Divine. Wiſdoms What, then, 
hall Man preſume that bis weak and narrow 
Underſtanding is ſufficient to guide him into 


all Truth, without any Need of Revelation 


or Faith? Shall he complain that the Ways of - 


Cod are not like his Ways,. and paſt bis finding 


out ? True Philoſophy, as well as true Chri- 
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